
CLIPPING THE CONSTITUENCY.  

REDISTRIBUTION PROPOSALS 

THE KILKENNY INQUIRY. 

On Wednesday morning; last at 10 o'clock Mr. A. D. Price, local Government Board Inspector, sat in 

the Town Hall to hear any suggestions of objections in connection with the proposed redistribution of 

Parliamentary seats, under the Representation of the People Bill now before Parliament. whereby the 

Burough of Kilkenny would lose its separate Parliamentary representation and he merged in North 

Kilkenny for election purposes. 

No public interest was taken in the proceedings, the Corporation at a special meeting the previous 

night, refusing to he represented thereat. Those in attendance were: Messrs. H. H. Langrishe, Clerk of 

the Crown and Peace ; E. T. Keane, and F.W.. Doheny, B.A., Solicitor. 

The Town Clerk having produced the map showing the division of the county proposed to be made, 

which was deposited in his office, 

The Inspector said he was there by warrant of the Lord Lieutenant, representing the Boundary 

Commissioners for Ireland. Advertisements as to the proposed change were inserted in the papers, and 

he was there to hear any suggestions or objections to the scheme. In the advertisement it was stated 

that any objections or suggestions should first be forwarded in writing. He had received no definite 

objection or proposal. There was a letter received from the Corporation making an informal objection, 

so as to leave it open to the Corporation to take what action they thought fit. 

The Town Clerk, intervening, said that the advertisement stated that objections in writing should he 

put forward before a certain date, and with the sanction of thy Mayor he communicated with the Local 

Government Board making a formal objection. pending their decision at a special meeting. That 

special meeting was held the previous night, and the Corporation decided to take no action whatever 

so that he (the Inspector) might, if he thought fit, cancel that communication, altogether. 

Inspector It was quite judicious of you as Town Clerk, to communicate with the llocalGovernment 

Board. 

The Town Clerk then withdrew. 

The Inspector said he would sit until 11 o'clock to hear any objections or suggestions. 

Mr. Doheny. solicitor ,  said that  assuming. as he thought he might ,  that  there was 

no person to come before  the inquiry by way of objection, he wished, as representing "some 

degree of connection wit h public affairs, not to let the occasion pass off as a purely formal one; he 

thought, on that rather sad occasion, when the separate representation of the Borough was being lost, 

that some little notice ought to be taken of it in a non-controversial way. The Borough of Kilkenny 

was one of the oldest in Ireland; if the present proposal took place there would be no Parliamentary 

Borough in this county. In olden days Kilkenny used return two members to the Irish Parliament and 

the Irishtown portion of the city used also return two. Amongst the numerous other boroughs which 

used to return about two members were Knocktopher —about which his friend, the Clerk of the 

Crown, would naturally be able to say more than he could—and lnistioge, which was of  sadly topical 

interest at the present moment. Under the scheme of redistribution which it was sought to put into 

effect, there would be only one member for every 43,100 of the population, and as Kilkenny Borough 

had only about 13,000 it was hopeless to expect that it would retain its distinct Parliamentary 

Representation. Even under the Home Rule Bill, providing for 104 members, it was intended that 

Kilkenny Borough would be merged into North Kilkenny. Some question had been raised in other 

places as to whether it might be better to group certain boroughs for the purpose of representation 

rather than merge them into adjoining districts. He thought that as far as Kilkenny City was concerned, 

its interests would probably be better served by its been identified with North Kilkenny than if it was 



identified with some town in another county. As regards North Kilkenny the divisions to be transferred 

to the new South Kilkenny Division were Kilmanagh, Scotsborough, Tullaghanbroghue, Burnchurch 

and Earlstown, in the Callan Union, and Danesfort, Ennisnag, ’Woollengrange, Bennettsbridge, 

Tullaherin, Bramblestown, Goresbridge, Powerstown and Stoneyford, in tlie Thomastown Union; in 

other words, such portions of the Callan and Thomastown Unions as were not present in North 

Kilkenny would go into North Kilkenny, and the Venerable Canon Murphy, prominent for his active 

interest in public affairs, and long identified with North Kilkenny, becomes a South Kilkennyman. 

Another change, which was purely a mechanical one, was the transfer of Rosbercon—the portion of 

New Ross in the County Kilkenny—to Co. Wexford. This change, which was effected eighteen years 

ago for all other purposes, would now take effect for Parliamentary purposes, and Rosbercon will be-

come part of South Wexford, and would no longer belong to South Kilkenny. While recognising the 

inevitableness of the change having regard to The population of the Borough, he need hardly say that 

to Kilkenny folk it was a matter of very much regret indeed that the change of times and difference of 

circumstances should deprive them of the distinction of separate Parliamentary representation than 

they enjoyed up to this. He thought it right to come there and say so and mark the occasion as a 

regrettable one. He thanked the inspector for the very courteous hearing he had accorded him and the 

opportunity be had given him of saying everything be had to say. 

Inspector - Thank you, Mr. Doheny.  There is one thing you omitted to mention, and that is, that the 

proposal of the Commissioners is t h a t  the present Borough of Kilkenny w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  

17,000 acres should be merged into the northern division. 

No objections were received up to eleven o’ clock and the inquiry concluded. 

 


