
Thomas Clarke
Date and Place of Birth 11thMarch 1858, Isle of Wight

Family
 Father: James Clarke
 Mother: Mary Palmer
 He had one of four children.
 James Clarke was a sergeant in the British Army.
 The family moved to South Africa and then to

Dungannon in Co. Tyrone when he was 7 years old.
 He was married to Kathleen Daly niece of veteran Fenian, John Daly, and

they had three children.

Education, Work, Politics and Interests
 He was educated in St. Patrick’s N.S., Dungannon.
 He joined the Fenians when he was a teenager.
 1882: he emigrated to America and joined Clan na nGael.
 1883: he was on a bombing mission in England and was arrested for

possession of explosives.
 He was convicted and spent 15 years in British jails.
 1898: He was released from jail and spent 9 more years in America.
 Thomas Clarke returned to Dublin in 1907 and set up a tobacconist shop in

Parnell Square, formerly Great Britain Street.
 He joined the Gaelic League, although he spoke little Irish.
 He joined Sinn Féin, but is quoted as saying ‘… it doesn’t go far enough’.
 He joined the Irish Volunteers.
 1915: He was one of the organisers of Jeremiah O’Donovan’s funeral.
 1915: he was a member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood military

council that was responsible for planning the Easter Rising.

1916 Rising
 Thomas Clarke was the first signatory of the Proclamation because of his

long-term commitment to the IRB.
 He was with the group that occupied the GPO and was against

surrendering.
 In 1922 a collection of his prison writing, Glimpses of an Irish Felon’s Prison

Life was published.
 He was executed in Kilmainham on 2nd May, 1916, aged 59.


