
Teacher Notes

POTTED BIOGRAPHIES ACTIVITIES Stand Up 1 and Stand Up 2

Working as an Historian

Developing a sense of empathy

Learning to appreciate and understand the attitudes, values and motivations of others as
well as the historical contexts in which they lived.

Using evidence

Making simple deductions from evidence.
__________________________________________________________________

Strand: Politics, Conflict and Society

Strand Unit: 1916 and the foundation of the state

Learning objectives

To familiarise the students with the signatories of the Proclamation.

To highlight the relevance of belonging to particular ‘networks’ as illustrated in the
‘Being Irish’ section in Module 1.

Stand Up 1

The class is divided into seven groups, each with a ‘potted biography’ of one of the
signatories of the Proclamation. The students are asked to read through their leader’s
biography and underline or highlight any organisation that he belonged to.

They are then required to stand up if their signatory/leader matches any of the
descriptions being called out and to sit down until the next one is being called out.

The teacher reads out the ‘stand up’ commands and for convenience the ‘answers’ are
provided in italics.

You will need

 Large name cards with the name of the signatories on each table so that everyone
can see who’s who.

 One copy of the ‘stand up’ commands, which are on Activity 1 sheet.
 One copy of a potted biography for each of the seven groups.



Stand Up 2

Another short activity to help to familiarise the students with the seven signatories. The
class is divided into the same seven groups as for ‘Stand Up 1’. Here we are asking the
students to look at the family section of the potted biography and compare and contrast
the details with other leaders. An individual from each group comes out. This can be a
different student each time. As in the last ‘stand up’ the students sit down after each
‘call out’.

You will need:

 Access to a map which shows the UK and Ireland is needed, as the students will be
pointing out where their signatory was born. (One for their table - perhaps on a
laptop or tablet - and one large map that the whole class can see).

 Blank A4 sheets and thick markers for writing down names, dates and numbers.
 One copy of the ‘stand up’ commands, which are on Activity 1 sheet.
 One copy of a potted biography for each of the seven groups.

Activities relating to Signatories
Stand Up 1

 Stand up if your leader supported the Irish Parliamentary Party at the
time of the Rising. None

 Stand up if your leader was ever a member of Sinn Féin. Clarke, Ceannt
and MacDiarmada

 Stand up if your leader was a member of the Gaelic League. All except
Connolly

 Stand up if your leader was a member of the Irish Citizen Army. Connolly

 Stand up if your leader was a member of the Irish Volunteers. All except
Connolly

 Stand up if your leader had been in the USA or Europe on IRB business.
Clarke and Plunkett

 Stand up if your leader was a member of the IRB by the time of the
Easter Rising. All



Stand Up 2

One person from each group

 Write the name of your leader and his date of birth on an A4 sheet.
Stand up and show the date of birth. Come out and make a line of the
seven dates of birth starting at the youngest.
Plunkett: 1887, MacDiarmada: 1883, Ceannt: 1881, Pearse: 1879, Mac
Donagh: 1878, Connolly: 1868, Clarke: 1858.

 Find out where your leader was born. Locate his place of birth on a map
at your table. Come out, starting with the youngest, and show us on the
map (whiteboard or large display map) where your leader was born.
Plunkett: Dublin, Mac Diarmada: Kiltyclogher, Co. Leitrim, Ceannt:
Ballymoe, Co. Galway, Pearse: Dublin, Mac Donagh: Cloughjordan, Co.
Tipperary, Connolly: Edinburgh, Scotland, Clarke: Isle of Wight (off
southern coast of England).

 How many children were in your leader’s family – the one that he grew
up with? Write his name and the number in his family on an A4 sheet.
Stand up and show the number. Come out and make a line of the seven
families starting with the smallest.
Connolly 3, Clarke 4, MacDonagh 4, Pearse 4, Plunkett 7,
Ceannt 9, Mac Diarmada 10.

 Was your leader married? If so write his name and the word ‘Married’
on the sheet, if not write his name and ‘Single’. Stand up and show your
sign. All the single men go into one group and all of the married go into
another.Married: Connolly, Clarke, MacDonagh, Ceannt

 How many children did your leader have? Write the name of the leader
and the number of children on your sheet. Stand up and show your
number. Come out and make a line, starting with the smallest number.
Pearse:0, Mac Diarmada: 0, Plunkett: 0, Ceannt:1, MacDonagh: 2,
Clarke: 3, Connolly: 6.


