
Corporation meeting 5
th

 Nov. 1907 

Ordered  that  the Borough Treasurer would direct Corporation 

Engineer to have all the stones presently stocked by Corporation, 
broken by contract, and that engineer would report to next meeting 

as to whether or not he required an additional supply. 

 
 

City Petty Sessions 
Before Mr. J. Magennis, Mayor (presiding); Ald. M L. 

Potter, Messrs. J. Gregg, and J. C. Ryan, R.M. 
 

An “Obstruction.” 
 

Constable Donohoe summoned Michael Dowling., 
Newtown, for having caused an obstruction at Watergate on 
the 8th inst. 

In reply to Head Constable Frizelle, the complainant 
said that at about 12.20 a.m. on the 8th inst the defendant left 
his horse and cart outside Mr. Brennan’s establishment in 
Watergate, which was a very narrow thoroughfare, and there 
was barely room for a load of straw to pass. When asked to 
move, the defendant said he would do so in a minute, but 
after some time witness returned and found the cart still 
there and again asked the defendant to move- Defendant 
defied him, and said he would move when he liked- An 
obstruction was caused by reason of the horse and cart being 
left there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M. Buggy, solr. who defended, 
witness said' it was not a question  of defying him, but of 
obstructing the public thoroughfare. This was a narrow part 
of the street. Defendant did not tell I him that he would go 
away as soon ashe I had got his meat. He did not see any par-
cel with the defendant. If defendant were getting meat in Mr. 
Brennan’s he would be entitled to leave his horse and cart 
outside the house for a reasonable time. The load of straw 
was enabled to pass at the time. 

Mr. Ryan—How long was the defendant in Mr. 
Brennan’s shop? 
Witness—About a quarter of an hour. 

Mr. Thomas Brennan, victualler, Watergate. stated that 
defendant was a customer of his. Defendant’s horse and cart 
were not three minutes altogether outside the doer on the 
occasion, but the policeman did not seem inclined to let him 
stop there so long. 

Mr. Buggy—I suppose the defendant was not as civil to 
the constable as lie ought to be ? 

Witness—I was not civil to him myself, because he had 
no right to interfere at all. There was no such thing as traffic 
at all at that hour of the morning. 

Head-Const able—Would there be free passage for the 
public? 

Witness—The big motor ’buses from Johnstown pass 
when the cars are at our door. 

Do the police interfere much with your business?—Very 
seldom. In such a case when a policeman comes, I say “Ho 
will be off in a minute.” 

Head-Constable- That is a different thing from defying a 
man, but I admit that is the reason the  man is summoned. 

To Mr. Buggy—I quite admit that from motives of 
politeness Mr. Dowling was not justified in telling the 
policeman he might do his best. 

Mr. Buggy—He should have said: “Your honour, sir. I 
will get out of the way” (laughter). 

The Mayor said the magistrates had decided to dismiss 
the cse. 

Mr. Buggy The whole mistake, was in telling the 
policeman that he might do his best  (laughter) 

THE DONKEY AND THE MOTOR 

John Lee, junior, Garden Row, was summoned by Constable 

Gray for causing obstruction in John Street on the 21st Sept. 

Complainant stated that the defendant was drawing stones with his 

donkey and cart down John Street. 

He was on the wrong side of the road, and oopposite the Globe 

Hotel, he met the Thurles motor-bus, the driver of which requested 

room to pass, but defendant refused to go to the proper side of the 

road. Witness, then caught the donkey and pulled it to one side. 

Defendant had previously been cautioned for a similar offence. 

Defendant was fined 1s. and costs. 

Callan District Council, Quarterly Meeting.  

May 20th 1916 

The County Surveyor recommended that 875-perches of the 

road Kilkenny to Ballingarry, between Desart back gate and 

Blackstick Bridge, with branch to district bounds at Grove, be 

maintained for five years at 1s .6d. per perch: district charge ; 

amount, £65 12s. 6d. 

In connection with this the following notice of motion stood 

in the name of Mr Nicholas Murphy, D. C.: — That from Desart 

back gate to Blackstick be put in County Surveyor’s hands for the 

purpose of light steamrolling. 

In reply to a question Mr Burden, said that what Mr. Murphy 

suggested in his notice of motion would be an improvement to the 

road, but he could not guarantee that there would be a saving 

effected.  

The Chairman remarked that the road was at present in a bad 

state and something required to be done to improve it.  Mr. Kerwick 

proposed and Mr. Egan seconded the motion standing in Mr. Mur-

phy’s name. 

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. Burden said if this recommendation 

was passed the road would be put up for contract, and if no suitable 

contractor came forward it would be handed over to him (Co. 

Surveyor) at the next meeting of the Co. Council. 

After some further discussion it was decided to pass the 

County Surveyor’s recommendation, and a direction was given that 

the road be patch-rolled. 

 

Note:  
Roads in the first two decades of the 20th century were not 

made using asphalt. Main roads were usually Macadam.  

Extract from Wikipedia: Size of stones was central to the 

McAdam's road building theory. The lower 200-millimetre 

(7.9 in) road thickness was restricted to stones no larger than 75 

millimetres (3.0 in). The upper 50-millimetre (2.0 in) layer of 
stones was limited to 20 millimetres (0.79 in) size and stones 

were checked by supervisors who carried scales. A workman 

could check the stone size himself by seeing if the stone would 
fit into his mouth. The importance of the 20 mm stone size was 

that the stones needed to be much smaller than the 100 mm 
width of the iron carriage tyres that travelled on the road.  

McAdam believed that the "proper method" of breaking stones 
for utility and rapidity was accomplished by people sitting 

down and using small hammers, breaking the stones so that 

none of them was larger than six ounces in weight. He also 
wrote that the quality of the road would depend on how 

carefully the stones were spread on the surface over a sizeable 

space, one shovelful at a time.  

Water-bound macadam added stone dust which was watered on 

the top surface and gave a smoother finish. Motor cars played 
merry hell with this as the passage of the vehicle created a 

vacuum, and the car was followed by clouds of dust. 

 

http://th.it/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyres

