
Patrick Pearse                
Date and Place of Birth 10th  November 1879, Great Brunswick St, Dublin 

 
Family 

 Father: James Pearse (English)  

 Mother: Margaret Brady (Irish)  

 His father was an architectural sculptor who worked on 
church buildings. 

 He was one of four children. 

 He never married 

 

 
Education, Work, Politics and Interests 

 Educated by the Christian Brothers in Westland Row where he developed an 
intense love of the Irish language and Irish history in general.  

 He graduated from U.C.D. with a degree in Irish, French and English. 

 He studied law in Trinity College and King’s Inns and was called to the bar in 
1901. 

 He spent many summers in Rosmuc where he learned the Irish dialect of the 
area. He wrote both in English and Irish.  

 Patrick Pearse joined the Gaelic League and became editor of its paper An 
Claidheamh Soluis (The Sword of Light). 

 1908: He established St Enda’s, an independent Irish speaking school for 
boys in Rathfarnham. He also established St Ita’s, a school for senior girls. 

 He was involved in the Home Rule debate up to 1912. 

 1913: Pearse joined the Irish Volunteers. 

 He was made a member of the IRB Military Council  
His oration delivered at the graveside of O’Donovan Rossa’s funeral made a 
huge impact on people at the time. 
 

1916 Rising 

 Patrick Pearse was a signatory of the Proclamation and read it aloud at the 
G.P.O. on Easter Monday. 

 During Easter week, Pearse served at the Rebellion headquarters, the G.P.O. 
and was President of the Republic that was being proclaimed. 

 He was court-martialled at Richmond Barracks on 2nd May, 1916, found 
guilty and sentenced to death. 

 He was executed in Kilmainham Gaol on 3rd May.  

 He is buried at Arbour Hill Barracks. 
 
 


