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MR. D. CORBETT-WILSON 

APPOINTED LIEUTENANT IN ROYAL FLYING CORPS 

The London Gazette of last Friday night announced that Mr. D.  Corbett Wilson has been appointed or 

lieutenant in the royal flying corps military wing.  This is interesting in view of the fact that the 

recipient is an Irishman, his home being at Jenkinstown, Co. Kilkenny.  He is a wealthy man, and over 

five years ago took up aviation with enthusiasm.  He was the first airman to land in Ireland from 

Britain.  Starting from near Fishguard early in 1910* he safely landed at Enniscorthy, and after a rest 

proceeded to his home.  He was so pleased with the way he was treated by the people of Enniscorthy 

that he returned there soon afterwards and gave a fine exhibition of flying.  This was the first occasion 

upon which anything in the nature of exhibition work had been seen in this country, and he followed it 

up by giving many demonstrations in the South of Ireland and also at his home in Jenkinstown. 

He bears a sort of charmed life.  He has been in many difficult situations, but he has never had a 

serious mishap.  On one occasion at Hendon his machine went wrong at a great height and suddenly 

dived towards the earth.  Those who witnessed the incident felt that another name was about to be 

added to the long roll of Hic Jacets.  But no.  When 100 feet from the earth the machine righted itself, 

and cool and collected as usual, the pilot glided into the aerodrome.  A petrol burn he declared is very 

painful.  His hands were severely injured as the result of an explosion, but he was such an optimistic 

patient that he was on the wing again before the week was out.  At Jenkinstown, when he was 

entertaining the local people, he had to land in a plantation.  He escaped with a few scratches. 

Since he took up aviation the career of Mr. Corbett-Wilson has naturally been followed with the 

keenest interest by his mother, who has been present at almost all his demonstrations in Ireland.  

There it is a wonderful affection between the two.  When he landed in Enniscorthy in 1910 his first 

thought was his mother, to whom he sent a cheerful message, and when he was about to start for the 

final stage of his journey he said: “I am flying home to mother; won’t she be delighted.”  She was, 

and she insisted that evening that the people of Kilkenny should share her delight, for she prevailed on 

her aviator son to circle over the Marble City. 

* Actually, 22 April 1912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corbett-Wilson’s plane crashed at Powerstown 

Park near Clonmel shortly after his historic flight. 
A later plane also a Bleriot XI 
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“KILKENNY’S OWN” FLYING MAN MEETS HEROIC DEATH 

THIBUTES FROM HIS COMMANDERS 

“NEVER KNEW WHAT FEAR WAWS.” 

“AS GALLANT A FELLOW AS I KNEW.” 

The “Times” on Saturday, May 15, had the following paragraph in its “Roll of Honour.” 

Lieutenant Denys Corbett-Wilson royal flying corps, who was killed on Monday, 

May 10
th

 while making a reconnaissance over Fournes, was the only son of Mrs. 

Corbett-Wilson of 3, Basil Mansions, London, S.W.  He became a lieutenant in the 

special reserve in October last, and was appointed to the royal flying corps in the 

following month. 

The death of the gallant aviator, Denys Corbett-Wilson, has evoked intense regret in 

Kilkenny city and county alike. For some years he resided at Darver, Jenkinstown, with his 

respected mother, for whom the deepest sorrow will be felt in her great bereavement, and he 

it was who first made the Kilkenny public acquainted with the marvels of the science of 

aviation.  For an entire season he flew several times weekly - very often several times daily - 

from his home at Darver over the city and around a big circuit of the county, until “Corbett-

Wilson and his flying machine” became household words.  Other aviators, not more skilful 

and certainly not more daring - for that were impossible - could not be tempted beyond the 

classic grounds of Brooklands or Hendon where opportunities for spectacular flying, 

garnished with laudatory newspaper paragraphs, snapshots in the illustrator papers, bouquets 

from actresses and big money prizes, were numerous.  Corbett-Wilson was no poseur, but a 

genuine sportsman, absolutely without “side,” pretence or bombast.  He found in Kilkenny a 

community that he liked, he got to know them while hunting with the Kilkenny hounds and 

he often said that he never wished for a better a lot of fellows. 

As a mark of appreciation of his skill and daring, and of his great kindness in providing so 

many find treats for the people of Kilkenny, Mr. Corbett-Wilson was presented, during his 

residence amongst us, with a beautiful silver model of an aeroplane, the testimonial fund 

being subscribed to by large numbers in the city and county. 

Corbett-Wilson was born in Pembrokeshire, Wales in 1882. On 22 April, 1912 he took off 

from a field at Goodwick, near Fishguard in Wales, and 100 minutes later landed at Crone, 

near Enniscorthy in County Wexford. He was the first person to fly the complete distance 

across the Irish Sea. 

 

 


