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Teacher Notes 

POTTED BIOGRAPHIES ACTIVITY         The Census Activity 

Working as an Historian    

Developing a sense of empathy 

Learning to appreciate and understand the attitudes, values and motivations of 

others as well as the historical contexts in which they lived. 

Using evidence  

Developing some skills in the location and selection of evidence.  
Asking questions about a piece of evidence.  
Comparing accounts of a person or event from two or more sources.  
Making simple deductions from evidence.  
Recognising that evidence may be incomplete or biased.  
__________________________________________________________________ 

Strand: Story 

Strand Unit: Strand: Life, society, work and culture in the past 

Learning objectives 

To discuss the actions and feelings of the signatories of the Proclamation. 
To discuss the attitudes and motivations of the signatories in their historical 
context. 

 

Strand: Politics, Conflict and Society 

Strand Unit: 1916 and the foundation of the state 

Learning objective 

To familiarise the students with the signatories of the Proclamation. 

 

1911 Census Activity 

Historians use a variety of sources to build up a picture of an event or person from 

the past. Here the students are asked to go to a primary source, the 1911 Census, 

to find out what was recorded about their leader and whether it provides any 

additional information to what is already contained in the potted biographies.  
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Depending on the access to I.T., students could work individually or in pairs using 

the form provided to record the information they find in the census. 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/  

In feedback time, they are invited to share with the class two new pieces of 

information that weren’t included in the potted biography.  

Ensure that the children have the names as they appear in the census which are as 

follows: 

Thomas J. Clarke  Eamonn Ceannt Filled in his 
name in Irish. 

Seaghan Mac 
Diarmada 

Filled in his 
name in Irish. 

Thomas 
MacDonagh 

 

James Connolly  Padraic Mac 
Piarais 

Filled in his 
name in Irish. 

For those who filled in their forms in Irish, ask the students to open up the 

Household Return Form A, which is the handwritten version of the form. 

Note: Joseph Plunkett was out of the country at the time. You could ask students 

to look up his father: George Noble Plunkett, 26 Fitzwilliam Street and ask them 

what new information does that census entry tell us about Joseph? 

ANSWERS: All of the information that the students will be looking up is included 

here in the Teacher Notes. 

Because of the same name being recorded at multiple addresses, it’s useful to 

have this information at hand so as to give the groups pointers in terms of 

addresses.  

Note: James Connolly records Monaghan as his place of birth and it is Glasgow 

that is in the potted biography. See his ‘filled in’ page for more details. 

You will need (per individual or per pair) 

 Access to the internet to look up the 1911 census 

 Census Activity Sheet  

 Potted biography of the leader that they are looking up 

 The information here from the census to give pointers for addresses 

 An Irish-English dictionary could be useful for the children looking up the 

Irish entries. 

Information in 1911 Census 

Name Thomas J. Clarke 

Address 59 St. Patrick's Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
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Place of Birth England 

Married / Single Married 
Number of 
Children 

3 

Number of Living 
Children 

3 

Name and Age of 
Children 

John Daly Clarke, 8 years old 
Tom Clarke, 3 years old 
Emmet Clarke, 1 year old 

Name of wife if 
present in house 
on the night 

Kathleen Clarke 

Age of wife 33 

Parents in the 
house on the night 

Not recorded 

Occupation in 
1911 

Newsagent and Tobacconist 

Has he recorded 
he can speak Irish 

No 

Any other 
Observations? 

It is noted that Thomas and his wife are both 
literate, while their sons are not. John was born in 
the USA, while Tom and Emmet were born in 
Ireland. 

 

Name James Connolly 

Address 70 Lotts Road, South (Pembroke West, Dublin) 

Place of Birth Co. Monaghan 

Married / Single Married 

Number of 
Children 

7 

Number of Living 
Children 

6 

Name and Age of 
Children 

Nora M. Connolly, 18 years old 
Aideen L. Connolly, 16 years old 
Ina Mary Connolly, 14 years old 
Moira E. Connolly, 12 years old 
Roderic J. Connolly, 10 years old 
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Fiona A. Connolly, 4 years old 

Name of wife if 
present in house 
on the night 

Lillie Connolly 

Age of wife 43 

Parents in the 
house on the 
night 

Not recorded 

Occupation in 
1911 

National Organiser Socialist Party. 

Has he recorded 
he can speak Irish 

Yes 

Any other 
Observations? 

It is recorded that James and his wife have been 
married for 21 years, Lillie is a dressmaker and all of 
his children are literate.  
Note: Born in Monaghan? Not true!  He was born in 
Scotland as in potted biography. He wanted to make 
himself more Irish by putting in an Irish birthplace. 
Also note 7 children born but only 6 living. His oldest 
daughter, Mona, died in 1904 from burns. (Do a 
search for: Tragedy in the Connolly Family History 
Ireland). 

Name Eamonn Ceannt (Completed form in Irish) 

See the Household Return Form A 

Address 4 Herberton Lane, New Kilmainham, Dublin 

Place of Birth Co. Galway 

Married / Single Married for 5 years 

Number of Children 1 

Number of Living 

Children 

1 

Name and Age of 

Child 

Ronan Ceannt Age 4 

Name of wife if 

present in house on 

Áine Ceannt  
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Name Thomas MacDonagh 

Address House 12 Haroldsgrange (Whitechurch, Dublin) 

Place of Birth Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary 

Married / Single Single 

Number of 
Children 

Not recorded 

Number of Living 
Children 

Not recorded 

Name and Age of 
Children 

Not applicable 

Name of wife if 
present in house 
on the night 

Not applicable 

Age of wife Not applicable 

Parents in the 
house on the 
night 

Not recorded 

Occupation in 
1911 

Poet and Teacher 

Has he recorded 
he can speak Irish 

Yes 

Any other 
Observations? 

He has a B.A. from the National University, and he is 
33 years old.  

 

the night 

Age of wife 30 

Parents  Mother of Áine Ceannt recorded, Elizabeth 

Brennan, aged 60 

Occupation in 1911 Clerk  

Has he recorded he 

can speak Irish 

Yes, Irish and English 

Any other 

Observation? 

Married 5 years and 29 years old 
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On account of Joseph being out of the country it was recommended to 

look up his father. 

Name George Noble Plunkett 
Address 26 Fitzwilliam Street, Dublin 

Place of Birth Dublin City 

Married / Single Married 

Number of 
Children 

7 

Number of Living 
Children 

7 

Name and Age of 
Children  

Moya (21)   Geraldine (19)    John (13) 
 

Name of wife if 
present in house 
on the night 

Not present 

Age of wife Not applicable 

Parents in the 
house on the 
night 

Not applicable 

Occupation in 
1911 

Count (he was a Papal Count) Barrister and Museum 
Director 

Has he recorded 
he can speak Irish 

Yes 

Any other 
Observations? 

All family members are recorded as being able to 
speak Irish, including a cousin who was born in the 
USA. Joseph’s sister, Geraldine was a medical 
student which was very unusual for women at that 
time.  

 

 

 

Name Padraic Mac Piarais (Completed form in Irish) 
See the Household Return Form A 

Address 20.2, Dublin Haroldsgrange (Whitechurch, 
Dublin 
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Place of Birth Baile Atha Cliath 

Married / Single Single 
 

Number of 
Children 

None 

Number of Living 
Children 

Not applicable 

Name and Age of 
Child 

Not applicable 

Name of wife if 
present in house 
on the night 

Not applicable 

Age of wife Not applicable 
 

Parents  Mother aged 51 yrs 

Occupation in 
1911 

School Headmaster 

Has he recorded 
he can speak Irish 

Yes, Irish and English 

Any other 
Observations? 

He is recorded as head of household - not his 
mother. 
Has BA and BL (Recorded in Occupation section) 
All members of the household are recorded as 
being able to speak Irish and English. 
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Name Seaghan Mac Diarmada (Completed form in Irish) 
See the Household Return Form A 

Address 15 Russell Place, Rotunda, Dublin 

Place of Birth Co Leitrim (1911 Census) 

Married / Single Single, but not for long! 
 

Number of 
Children 

None  

Number of Living 
Children 

Not applicable 

Name and Age of 
Child 

Not applicable 

Name of wife if 
present in house 
on the night 

Not applicable 

Age of wife Not applicable 

Parents in the 
house on the 
night 

No. Seaghan was a boarder/lodger in this house on 
night. 

Occupation in 
1911 

Clerk  

Has he recorded 
he can speak Irish 

Yes, Irish and English 

Any other 
Observations? 

Interesting additions made by Seaghan to his entry as in 
column no. 15: 

 Recorded being “heart scalded” from being single. 

 Age given in Roman numerals XXV1 which would 
leave him 26 yrs. However, Seaghan was born in 1883 
and this would make him 28 yrs. 

 Note entry with regard to Married/ Single status. We 
know that he intended marrying Mary Josephine 
Ryan had he lived. 


