
Bicycles during the War of Independence 

In 1920 and ’21 both sides in the war of independence made use of the bicycle for transport. As well 

as using lorries to transport soldiers, the British army used bicycle patrols. The Republican army used 

them for transport at times, and for communications. 

Eamonn Aylward in his statement to the Bureau of Military wrote about an ambush which was 

planned for Nine Mile House on the road from Kilkenny to Clonmel. A British bicycle patrol upset 

their plans: 

As I have said, we had worked closely in harmony with the Tipperary 7
th
 Battalion and about 

this time the A.S.U. which we had formed in our battalion area - 7th Kilkenny Battalion - 

linked itself up with the 7th Tipperary A.S.U. and we operated together for a time, coming 

together for the purpose of actions which were planned and separating again as was found 

suitable. But I can think of no action of any consequence until we come up to about 

November 1920. Then, we planned an ambush in conjunction with some of the men of the 8th 

Kilkenny Battalion, which was intended to deal with a regular British convoy which travelled 

between Kilkenny and Clonmel. The ambush was to be at a place called Ninemilehouse. We 

had a good position laid for this but, unfortunately, before the lorries came along, a patrol 

from Mullinahone came up a back-road and was fired on by one of our men before it had 

reached the ambush position. This patrol consisted of about 15 soldiers on bicycles and when 

they found themselves fired on, they left their bicycles and retreated on foot. All we collected, 

therefore, in the way of booty was the 15 bicycles. We were afraid to keep these bicycles as 

they were easily identifiable, so we decided to break them up. A couple of our men thought it 

would be a pity to break up these perfectly good bicycles and took two of them with them 

when they started for their homes around Callan. When they had almost reached Callan, they 

ran into a mixed party of military and Black and Tans on two Crossley tenders. The encounter 

being rather sudden, one of our men was unable to get his rifle from the rifle carrier on the 

bicycle, so had to abandon both rifle and bicycle as he dived for cover. The other man left the 

bicycle on the roadside but managed to get his rifle off it. In the exchange of fire which 

followed, a police sergeant from Kilkenny was killed and our two men made good their 

escape. 

Timothy Hennessey wrote about a training camp for Irish Volunteers which was held at Galbally in 

County Limerick, a distance of about 97 kilometres from Kilkenny City: 

In the summer of 1915 in company with James Lalor, Laurence DeLoughry, Ned 

Comerford, Martin Kealy and Pierce Brett (all members of the Kilkenny company), I cycled 

to the Volunteer training camp at Galbally, Co. Limerick. Captain J.J. O'Connell (Ginger) was 

in charge of the camp, and he was also the chief instructor. The course of training lasted for a 

week, and a very strenuous week it was.  

One day during that course of training, "Ginger" O’Connell detailed Ned Comerford and 

myself to cycle towards Kilfinane to select a fresh camping ground. We were followed by 

three R.I.C. men on bicycles. Two of the R.I.C. men were soon left behind, but the third, a 

much younger man than his two companions, overtook Comerford whose bicycle was not in 

good shape. Looking back, I saw the R.I.C. man and Comerford in a heated argument, and 

when I returned to them, the R.I.C. man was demanding from Comerford an account of his 

movements. Comerford drew a revolver and, in no uncertain words, told the R.I.C. man what 

he would do with him if he did not depart out of his sight. The policeman mounted his bicycle 



and cycled back the way he had come. That was the end of the pursuit. We continued on to 

Kilfinane, and we got the site for the camp. 

 

Thomas Treacy was Officer Commanding of the Kilkenny Brigade. He wrote about an attack on 

the police barracks at Hugginstown, about 26 kilometres from Kilkenny City. As well as bicycles to 

get the men there a pony and trap was used: 

As heretofore mentioned, the bombs were made in the engineering works of Peter DeLoughry, 

and Thomas Nolan, Captain of the Outrath Company, conveyed them, packed in a large box, in his 

pony and trap to his own premises in Joinersfolly. About the middle of the week preceding the 

attack he conveyed them - again using his pony and trap - to, I believe, the house of a relative of 

his near Hugginstown, from where they were collected by members of the Hugginstown Company. 

The number of bombs was approximately 36, or 40 at the outside. 

............................................................................................................................................ 

On the night of the attack I, by arrangement, met Leo Dardis, the Brigade Adjutant, at 

Clonmoran Cross, Kilkenny, at 7.50 p.m. and we both cycled by Ballinalina to the Waterford road 

and then on to the junction of the road at the end of Langrishe's demense wall at Knocktopher. The 

field adjoining the road at this point was the assembly point for the units coming from Kilkenny 

and from Captain T. Nolan's company in Outrath. When all who were to assemble at this point had 

arrived we moved off to the general mobilisation point near Hugginstown. It was then about 9.30 

p.m. 

We were preceded by a guide from the Hugginstown Company on this part of the journey. We 

went by the road to the Carrickshock Memorial Monument. The night was very dark at this time, 

so much so that it was with difficulty some of the men kept in touch with their connecting files. 

We mostly walked this road, which was very rough as steam-rolling had only then been introduced 

in a few places in this county. 

Peter Paul Galligan wrote of his experiences in Enniscorthy, County Wexford during Easter Week 

1916. The Enniscorthy volunteers were told on Saturday night that the rising planned for Easter 

Sunday had been called off. He decided to find out for himself what was going on in Dublin. He 

travelled up by train, stayed overnight in a hotel in the city centre and was told on Sunday that Eoin 

Mac Neill had called off the rising. On Monday he learned that the rising had started after all. He went 

to the G.P.O:  

At the G.P.O. I saw Connolly, Pearse and Plunkett. I reported to them and after a 

discussion amongst themselves, Connolly said to me that they had enough men in Dublin and 

that it would be better for me to join my unit in Wexford. After a talk with Plunkett and Pearse in 

which I could hear the word mountains being used Connolly instructed me to go back to Wexford 

as quickly as I could and to mobilise the Enniscorthy Btn. and to hold the railway line to prevent 

troops from coming through from Wexford as he expected, that they would be landed there. He 

said to reserve our ammunition and not to waste it on attacking barracks or such like. He 

instructed that I be supplied with a good bicycle. He then detailed an orderly to take me to the 

canteen to get something to eat before leaving for Wexford. In the canteen I was supplied with 

two buns and tea by Desmond Fitzgerald who was in charge there. Joe Duffy and another 

volunteer were either coming off’ or going on duty and we had our cakes and tea together. While 

there I noticed a British soldier in uniform, apparently a prisoner, engaged in carrying up supplies 

from the kitchen. It was about 2 a.m. on Tuesday morning at this time. The orderly now took me 

to the street door and the officer i/c there Gearoid O’Sullivan, gave me a good bicycle from the 

stores in the G.P.O. 



I started straight away for Enniscorthy. It was just breaking day as I left the G.P.O. 

Connolly had told me not to go back thro' Wicklow, but to make a detour as he believed that 

Dublin was being surrounded. When I got to the Parnell Monument I looked back and I noticed 

that there were two flags flying from the masts on the front of the G.P.O. As far as I can 

remember there was a green flag, at the corner of the G.P.O. adjoining Henry St. and the 

tricolour of today was flying at the other end (Abbey Si.). The flags were more central than at 

the extreme ends. I left by the N.C.R. and travelled via Mulhuddart and Maynooth. I did not 

come in contact with any Volunteer posts in my way out of the city.  

At Maynooth I saw troop trains proceeding towards the city. I travelled all day and late 

that night I arrived at some place in Co. Carlow the name of which I cannot remember. I got a 

bed in a  hotel there and stayed the night. Next morning - Wednesday - I proceeded to Wexford 

and late that evening when nearing Enniscorthy I contacted a Volunteer from the town who was 

delivering bread. I told him that I could not go into the town and instructed him to tell the officers 

to come out and meet me that I had instructions from Connolly for them. I met the officers that 

evening and conveyed to them Connolly’s Instructions  they decided to act on it.  

 


