The Kilkenny Prisoners
Kilkenny People 6th May 1916

Big Military Force in
Kilkenny.

POST OFFICE TAKEN OVER.
CITY ENCIRCLED BY MILITARY CORDON.
DRAFTS TO BE SENT TO COUNTY DISTRICTS.
Four troop trains, two from Dublin and two
from the Curragh arrived in Kilkenny on
Thursday, bringing a large force of military,
estimated at about 1,000 men, made up of
infantry, cavalry and artillery. They are at
present quartered in the military barracks.
Early in the afternoon the military took
charge of the Post Office, putting an armed
guard within the building, and a sentry
outside with rifle and fixed bayonet.
The city is now completely under martial
law, and civilians, if challenged, should be
careful to answer the challenge promptly.
An armed cordon encircles the city.
Drafts from Kilkeny will, it is said, be sent to,
the various centres in the county where the
Irish Volunteers were numerically strong.

Kilkenny People 13th May 1916

Martial Law in Operation
NUMEROUS ARRESTS IN THE CITY
MILITARY SEARCH FOR ARMS
As stated in our late editions of last week’s
issue, the military authorities occupied the
streets early on Friday morning and
proceeded to make arrests of several men
who were stated to be connected with the
Sinn Fein and Irish Volunteer movements.
They were engaged for several hours in
this work; armed guards being stationed
on the roadway adjoining the houses
where arrests were being made or searches
carried out for arms, and traffic was
suspended meanwhile.

The Prisoners’ Names.
Thomas Treacy, captain of A Company, Kilkenny, gives the names
of the men taken prisoner - BMHWS 0590
The following were arrested on this date:
Pat Corcoran, Patrick Street, Kilkenny.
Edward Comerford, Wellington Square,
James Lalor, Friary Street,
Tom Furlong, Michael Street,
Pierce Brett, Blackmill Street,
Lawrence De Loughry, Parliament Street,
Thomas Neary, Poulgour,
William Stephens, c/o. Burke's, High St.,
Denis Barry, The Monster House,
John Lalor, Goose Hill,
John Kealy, John Street,

Anthony Mullally, Parnell Street,
Patrick Burke, Senior, Wolfe Tone St.,
James Madigan, Abbey Street,
Joseph Coyne, Bishop's Hill,
Michael Ryan, Bishop's Hill,
Charles Smith, Maudlin Street,
Maurice Higgins, Upper John Street,
William Denn, Talbot's Inch,
Michael Purcell, High Street,
Laurence Walsh, Dunmore,
Stephen O'Dwyer, Patrick Street,
Michael O'Dwyer, John Street,
Thomas Stallard, Parliament Street,
Thomas Treacy, Dean Street,
Seán Gibbons, Ballylarkin, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.
Martin Kealy, Blanchfield's Park, Co. Kilkenny.
John Harte, Blanchfield's Park, Co. Kilkenny
James Carrigan, Clara.
Martin Kealy was one of the Irish Volunteers. This
extract is from his statement made to the Bureau of
Military History - BMHWS1006

On the Saturday of the week immediately following
the week of the Rising, i.e. on 6th May, 1916, I was
arrested at my home by members of the R.I.C. who
were, I think, accompanied by British cavalry. Two
other members of the Clara Company were arrested on
the same day. We were conveyed to Kilkenny Prison
where about thirty other Volunteer Officers and men
were held, as prisoners. These included my brother
John who was engaged in business in Kilkenny City
and who was an active member of the Volunteer
Company there...
After a few days in Kilkenny Prison we were marched
under a heavy escort of R.I.C. and British Infantry and
Cavalry to Kilkenny Railway Station where we were
entrained on a special train for Dublin. On the way to
the railway station I was marching in the front row of
the prisoners and my brother John was in the last row.
John, who was seriously ill at the time of his arrest,
and who received no medical attention in Kilkenny
Prison, collapsed in John Street a few hundred yards
from the railway station. He died shortly after his
collapse. Immediately he fell the British Forces closed
up the ranks - in fact the march was never halted - with
the result that no one amongst the prisoners knew what
happened.
On arrival at the Kingsbridge Station, we were
marched to Richmond Barracks, Dublin... At this time
we were not permitted any visits or letters, but the
other Kilkenny prisoners learned of John's fate from a
newspaper which was smuggled in. Out of
consideration for me none of these men told me the sad
news, and when eventually I did get the newspaper the
portion reporting his death had been cut out.
On 12th May, 1916 in company with a number of
other Volunteer prisoners, including 22 of the
Kilkenny prisoners, I was removed from Richmond
Barracks, Dublin, and brought to Wakefield Prison,
England, where I remained a prisoner until 7th June,
1916 on which date I was released.

Kilkenny People - July 8th, 1916

Prison Memoir
by Mossy Higgins

This account of one Kilkenny prisoner’s experiences appeared in
th
the Kilkenny People on July 8 1916, shortly after his release from
internment. Besides Maurice Higgins and Martin Kealy, three
other men referred to their captivity in Witness Statements made
forty to fifty years after the events. See: Thomas Treacy WS 0590;
James Lalor WS 1032; Thomas Furlong WS 0513. All are on the
Subjects to Citizens website under Witness Statements.

Fund started for the support of wives
and families of the prisoners.
On the Saturday after the arrest of the prisoners, a
letter appeared in the Kilkenny People, appealing
for donations to help support their wives and
families. Between the sixth of May and the first of
July, a total of more than £400 was collected.

Letter written by P. Burke, Wolfe Tone Street while a prisoner in Wakefield Prison, Yorkshire

Dearest Kate,
I received your very kind and very welcome letter on yesterday May 4 th and I was more than delighted to hear
how well you are getting on. I was very glad to see by it that the Kilkenny people do not forget ye we were
aware that there would be something done about ye but we did not think that the City would answer the call as
they did with such a good spirit of feeling I thank them one and all from my heart My foot is keeping all right
only just a little sting now and again I am very sorry that I was not home for to see Tom getting his First
Communion. I may be home before you get this letter There is only 10 of us here now I got the parcel and the
pipe but no tobacco I am very glad that Mike is working away. I and all the Kilkenny lads sees a great deal of
visitors now every day since last thursday and the nuns the come also into see us and also visitors for every
other district in Ireland They are here from everywhere and every place all the visitors nuns and all brings in lots
of cigarrettes Cakes Sweets Chocolate Bananas Oranges and Cold Ham Pan Bread Home Made Brown Bread
Bermaline. I myself got some Tobacco from Miss Silcox from Cork her Father is ex Lord Mayor I am a fairly
(?) strong favourite with all the visitors the nuns particularly I must get some medals for all the lads today when
they come if I am not gone home.
Note: Silcox is probably Simcox. James Simcox was Lord Mayor of Cork in 1911. He represented William O’Brien’s All for
Ireland League on Cork Corporation.

About sending me money of course it would be very good to have some but I could not tell which way we
would go whether by waterford or north wall. I am very near certain we will be home this week. You see I kept
no money at all about me I hadn’t only what I sent by Mr. Tierney (?) so when we went to Richmond Barracks I
had not a Fluke to buy anything for a week so I see Larry Delouchrey before me the day we started and I asked
him for a shilling and he struck me on the Forehead with a Half Crown if it’s a thing I’m not home before
saturday you may send me a little money but nothing else to myself here in Wakefield and make sure to register
it so that if I am gone away it must go back to you Don’t forget to tell Father Gibbons I was asking for him
All the Kilkenny men join in sending their best love to yourself and all the Kilkenny people
P. Brett told me to tell Mollie he was asking for her Good bye to ye all for the present Love to all the lads
From your loving Husband
P Burke
Thanks to Nicky Halley, Wolfe Tone Street, Patrick Burke’s grandson, to Paddy Neary and to Ann Tierney, librarian, Rothe
House, Kilkenny. Patrick Burke worked as a bread-van driver for Purcell’s of High Street. His employer Michael Purcell is
also listed among the prisoners.

