
Easter	  Week	  in	  Kilkenny,	  April	  1916	  
Florence	  Hackett	  

No papers arrived in Kilkenny on Monday morning, April 24; I put it down to the holiday. 
Later I learned that an excursion train met with an accident near Maryboro, having run off 
the rails. Nothing further till 6.30 p.m. when I went to the theatre1 to take the tickets in the 
box-office where I was employed. The District Inspector and the Head Constable were in 
close conversation with Brown, the manager, who later told me that the police were anxious 
to keep the theatre closed as there had been a rising of Sinn Feiners in Dublin. He said that 
they had wrecked the train at Maryboro the previous night, cut all the wires and that they 
were in possession of the General Post Office in Dublin. 

We decided to keep the theatre open; a huge audience came, several hundreds having to be 
turned away. Some police were present, but there was no disturbance of any kind. The 
volunteers in town were watched by the police, but all remained quiet. 

April 25, Tuesday morning. No letters or papers. Went on business to the Provincial Bank. 
The manager and clerk were present, but none of the others were able to return from 
holidays. The Hibernian Bank was opened by the porter, though there was no staff. Later, >a' 
clerk arrived from Thomastown at noon; the manager absent with all the keys. Similar 
conditions in other banks. 

The first actual news was received from Mr. Tom Murphy,2 the Club House, who returned 
by motor. He was challenged by men with revolvers and was only allowed to pass owing to 
being with someone who knew the countersign. He told about being in the Dolphin Hotel, 
[Dublin] when a barmaid was shot and said things were bad. 

Rumours of all sorts were flying around; that the powder magazine in Phoenix Park was 
blown up, that Guinness’s brewery was in possession of Sinn Fein, and also Kingsbridge; 
that the Munster Regiment refused to come out when called; that the Four Courts and 
Hibernian Bank were in possession of Sinn Fein, and so on. 

Still no letters, no evening papers and no trains running. Some shops here are closed as the 
owners cannot get back from Dublin. Tonight, Mr Sherin3 sent a message that his motor had 
been seized and he had to get out and walk. The motor taken was used to barricade the road. 
The casualties are said to be four hundred. 

Mr. Peter Feeney, the manager of the Hibernian Bank, arrived home on Wednesday 
morning, April 26. He had a narrow escape from being shot in Phoenix Park and reported 
that the troops were arriving from the Curragh and were in possession of one side of the 
Liffey, the Sinn Feiners still holding Guinness’s brewery. This morning also a poster was 
exhibited in the Kilkenny Journal office saying that a gunboat had arrived off Kingstown 
with 10,000 troops and that the situation was well in hand. 

Stragglers continued to arrive, many of them having walked from the capital to Kildare and 
Naas and got the trains from there. It is impossible, they say, to get motors in Dublin owing 
to the risk. 

Sir Roger Casement, reported unofficially to be captured in Kerry, is going to be 
executed in the morning.4 

The trains which left Kilkenny in the morning and evening only went to Naas and 



Waterford. Trains arriving at Kingsbridge, Dublin were not carrying passengers. They were 
not allowed into Dublin and had to return to places along the line. Some telegrams 
delivered today from England could not be answered.  

Presented pictures as usual on Wednesday evening. The Ormonde Castle here was 
reported to be guarded as an attack was expected; nothing happened. 

Thursday April 27: A proclamation in the Journal office announced that martial law had 
been established in Dublin. Some English papers arrived; a great rush for them. I borrowed 
one for a few minutes. It had a quarter of a page in the centre of the paper devoted to the 
Insurrection, saying that Mr Augustine Birrell, Chief Secretary of Ireland, intended to cross 
from England but could not do so, as no boats were running owing to submarines in the 
channel. Reports of air raids at Kent and shelling by German battleships. It is said that Sir 
Roger Casement is now in London and going to be shot in the Tower. There was no way of 
getting films from Dublin, so there was no show in the theatre. Jack Sullivan5 of the 
Brewery arrived from Limerick, having slept on a platform all night on his way from 
Dublin to Tralee. 

8 p.m. A glorious evening. A period of excitement owing to the fact that it is marching 
night of the Sinn Feiners. The County Inspector has told someone they are only waiting to 
disarm them. The streets are unusually full; Sinn Feiners all assembled in their own hall. 
They are armed, I understand, but will do nothing unless provoked by police interference. 

The Gaelic Athletic which was received by subscription on Sunday had an article in 
which it said “The Gaelic Athletic Association, or in other words the Sinn Feiners, have 
been advised to go to war to hurl bombs in the trenches. They are likely to take this advice, 
but the war they will go to will not be in Flanders”. The last edition of the Irish 
Independent, on Saturday April 22, had an announcement from John MacNeill saying all 
marches of the National Volunteers had been cancelled for fear of disturbance. Some say 
this was the call to arms. I heard that this Rising was to take place in July and cannot 
understand why it took place so soon. 

I heard that Lady Ormonde, the Marquis and Lady Constance Butler have not been 
sleeping in the Castle lately. In fact it has been stated that Lady Ormonde slept at the 
Bishop’s6 last night. 

No films have arrived yet. Yeast has arrived from Cork and the local breweries, 
Smithwick’s and Sullivan’s, have been called on for a supply. A shortage of coal is also 
threatened. 

The press has been called on about 10 p.m. to ask if they would get out a special edition 
saying the volunteers in Cork had joined the army. I hear that Lady Desart7 is disliked by 
Sinn Fein. There is still no proper communication with Dublin. 

Friday morning, 28. There is no bread; the bakers are unable to get yeast. Clery’s and 
other shops in Dublin are reported to have been looted last evening. There were no local 
papers and only a few English letters delivered. There is a report that George Smithwick8 
was shot and that Mrs Fleming9 with whom he had been motoring was injured. I heard that 
Sinn Feiners destroyed a bridge at Enniscorthy and that they have broken out in the west. 

I went to tea at the Burden’s, Bellevue;10 not much talk about the outbreak in Dublin. 
Home at 6, and heard that Dr. Griffin11 had returned from Dublin on the military train to 
Naas, and from there by goods train to here. He showed the arm of his shirt covered with 



blood. He had been in Dublin since the previous Saturday. He says casualties are about 
2,000. He helped with the wounded. Lots of Kilkenny people have neither returned nor been 
heard from. The Irish Volunteers marched through the city with their band last night, but no 
trouble. 

Saturday 29.  At 8 p.m. the following notice was put up in the post office: “The rebels have 
unconditionally surrendered and laid down their arms”. On Sunday a notice appeared in the 
post office that Townshend had surrendered in Kut-el-amara. 

Sunday morning 30. Notices were put up in the post office saying that the volunteers had 
joined the regular army. It is said that no motor cars or cycles are to pass through the town 
without a permit. 

No further news of Sir Roger Casement. It is reported that much damage has been done in 
Enniscorthy. All banks and public buildings there are said to be in possession of the Sinn 
Feiners. The following story reached here from Dublin. A priest went into Jacob’s factory to 
tell the Sinn Feiners that the place had better surrender, as it was about to be shelled. They 
replied, “No surrender. We are willing to die”. The Sinn Feiners have done their best to stop 
looting in the shops. One of them stopped a boy who was looting in O’Connell Street and 
had two jars of sweets. He was made to drop them, the Sinn Feiner remarking, “We are 
fighting for our liberty; we are not rotters”. 

The country people are very excited over the fact that no butter or eggs have been taken off 
their hands. Eggs are down to lid in the market. Still no news from Dublin, but it is said that 
letters posted before 5 p.m. will be delivered in Dublin; also that a boat has crossed to 
Holyhead. 

The Herald arrived from Dublin on Sunday and an English paper which was bought up 
before the boys left the station, people paying as much as sixpence for them. 

Monday 1 May. No papers or trains. A telegram was posted in the night saying that 
Connolly and Pearse had unconditionally surrendered to prevent further bloodshed among 
unarmed citizens. One man returned to Kilkenny having walked from Dublin to Naas, from 
where he got a motor to Kilkenny for seven pounds. Two others said they had nothing but 
black tea for three days. They were detained at Rosse’s Hotel at Kingsbridge. 

On Tuesday 2 May, the Sketch arrived in good numbers. Nothing much in them except a 
photograph of O’Connell Street, which seemed destroyed. The Sketch is a rotten paper. No 
films for the theatre yet, but we had a play tonight. 

Wednesday 3. A notice was posted in the post office calling on all Volunteers to surrender 
fire-arms and rifles before Saturday, or they will be summarily dealt with. The Irish Times 
arrived at 6 p.m. but I had not the fortune to get one. The town seemingly quiet. 

Thursday 4. A notice was posted prohibiting football matches and games. The military 
arrived in large numbers. The Sketch came at 12.30 p.m. Thomas MacDonagh, Pearse and 
others were executed this morning, I expect in Dublin. Soldiers are outside the post office 
with machine guns, and others reported to be inside. The town is well under military control. 

It is stated that the District Inspector asked Poe12 to dismiss Treacy13 from his office, but 
Poe refused. Two of the De Loughrys14 were arrested, and also Alderman Nowlan15 who 
were escorted to jail by six armed soldiers. 

Friday 5. Got up about 10.30; looked out and saw a large body of soldiers, all armed. I had 
my window open as usual. A young soldier said “Shut down your window, please”. After 



getting no response to the fourth request, he came and pounded on the door, which sent the 
charwoman with a face like a sheet to tell me we were all going to be destroyed. She then 
shut the window. After a few minutes, about seven soldiers went into Mr Lambert’s16 garage 
and came out with Brett, a mechanic.17 They then marched down town. After a few minutes, 
I opened my window but saw nothing more. I went down town, but was not allowed to pass 
without an escort. I knocked at Doran’s and was admitted, and also at Cleere’s18 where I got 
some papers. I see by them that Joseph Plunkett and Ceannt have been shot. About forty men 
have been arrested this morning, in similar fashion to the one described. I saw the soldiers 
going up, I was told, to Cochrane’s. I went up and found they had arrested Pat.19 At least 250 
soldiers stood outside with him, while others were searching the house. After twenty minutes 
they came out with a box, small and square. As he was arrested outside, he had no 
opportunity of saying goodbye to his mother or sisters. The soldiers then took him to jail. 
The day was miserably cold and wet. About fifty arrests were made before night. 

Saturday 6 May. The town was fairly normal. I hear that the soldiers have gone to the 
country and have made more arrests, including that of Fr Delahunty20 of Callan, which 
subsequently proved to be incorrect. 

Visited the poor C-—’s, as I hear they are badly off. The brother was miserably ill before 
his arrest. A most pathetic visit, but cheered them up. 

FLORENCE HACKETT 

In homage to Florence Hackett, the centenary of whose birth falls in this year (1984), we 
are pleased to publish her account of events in Kilkenny during the Easter Rising of 1916. 
Her diaries, of which this forms a part, are the property of Cork Historical & Archaeological 
Society, and we are indebted to Dr John B. O’Brien, Modern History Department, University 
College, Cork for furnishing us with these pages from the diaries. 

Florence was one of the unusually talented children of Dr John Byrne Hackett and his wife, 
Bridget Doheny. The family were then living at No. 20 Patrick Street, the corner house 
where Coopers & Lybrand now have their offices. Keeping a diary was a discipline which 
prepared her for greater literary achievements. In 1924 her novel With Benefit of Clergy was 
published in New York. Short plays and stories from her pen later appeared in the pages of 
The Dublin Magazine, and during the Nineteen forties some eight of her plays were 
broadcast from Radio Eireann. (c.f. “The Cruellest Month” by James Delehanty in The 
Kilkenny Magazine No. 10, Autumn/Winter 1963-4). 

The Editor enjoyed her friendship and encouragement when, in later years, she lived in a 
single storey house, called Ad Astra, which she built for herself on College Road. Leaning on 
her bicycle — for she suffered from arthritis — she would make her way down High Street, 
her shrewd twinkling eye taking in the passing scene, her perceptive comments adding a 
fresh dimension to life. 

She was gathered to her ancestors on 8 April 1963, a week after her 79th birthday, and she 
lies buried in Foulkstown cemetery. 

Floreat memoria ad astra. 
— Editor. 



NOTES	  
1. 	  Kilkenny	   Theatre	   re-‐opened	   as	   a	   cinema	   on	   Easter	   Monday	   1916,	   under	   the	  

management	  of	  Mr.	  T.	  J.	  Brown,	  with	  the	  film	  “The	  Trumpet	  Call”	  (a	  thrilling	  war	  
drama	  in	  four	  parts)	  and	  the	  newsreel	  “Royal	  Visit	  to	  Irish	  Guards”.	  

2. 	  Tom	  Murphy	   (1863-‐1921)	  was	   proprietor	   of	   Club	   House	   Hotel.	   His	   daughter,	  
Mrs	  Florrie	  Lee,	  who	  now	  lives	  in	  Thomastown	  has	  reached	  the	  matriarchal	  age	  
of	  92	  years.	  

3. 	  Justin	  Marius	  Sherin.	  A	  dentist,	  he	  had	  a	  surgery	  in	  Post	  Office	  Square	  and	  later	  
in	   lower	  Patrick	  Street,	  which	  he	   sold	   to	  Barry	  O’Connor,	  B.D.S.	  He	  married	  an	  
Australian,	  Connie	  Charteris,	  who	  had	  been	  doing	  a	  world	  tour	  and	  got	  caught	  in	  
Dublin	   on	   the	   outbreak	   of	   the	   First	  World	  War	  He	   emigrated	   to	  Australia	   and	  
died	  in	  Sydney,	  where	  two	  of	  his	  brothers	  were	  priests.	  He	  was	  uncle	  of	  Very	  Rev	  
C.	  J.	  Sherin,	  who	  has	  supplied	  this	  information.	  

4. Sir	  Roger	  Casement	  was	  executed	  for	  high	  treason	  on	  3	  August	  1916.	  
5. 	  John	   Sullivan,	   proprietor	   of	   Sullivan’s	   Brewery,	   James’s	   Street,	   which	   was	  

established	  in	  1702	  and	  taken	  over	  by	  Smithwick’s	  Brewery	  in	  1917.	  He	  lived	  in	  
Wellington	   Square	   and	   was	   son	   of	   James	   Sullivan,	   Lacken	   Hall,	   and	   great-‐
grandson	   of	   the	   Liberator,	   Daniel	   O’Connell.	   He	   went	   to	   live	   in	   Dublin	   on	  
obtaining	  a	  post	  in	  Mountjoy	  Brewery.	  He	  died	  in	  September	  1941	  and	  is	  buried	  
in	  Foulkstown	  cemetery,	  Kilkenny.	  

6. 	  Dr	  John	  A.	  F.	  Gregg	  (1873-‐1961).	  Consecrated	  Bishop	  of	  Ossory	  1915.	  Appointed	  
Archbishop	  of	  Dublin	  1920.	  Senator	  1921.	  Archbishop	  of	  Armagh	  1939.	  

7. 	  Ellen	   Countess	   of	   Desart	   (neé	   Ellen	   Bischoffsheim)	   (1858-‐1933)	   married	  
William,	  4th	  Earl	  of	  Desart	  1881.	  A	  notable	  benefactor	  to	  the	  city,	  her	  wealth	  and	  
social	   commitment	   were	   responsible	   for	   building	   Kilkenny	   Theatre	   (1902),	  
Woollen	  Mills	  (1906),	  the	  formation	  of	  Kilkenny	  Woodworkers,	  the	  purchase	  of	  
Carnegie	   Library	   site	   (1910),	   Desart	   Hall	   (1914),	   Aut	   Even	   Hospital	   (1915).	  
Freedom	  of	  the	  city	  was	  conferred	  on	  her	  in	  1910.	  She	  was	  a	  member	  of	  the	  First	  
Senate	  1922.	  She	  is	  buried	  beside	  her	  husband	  in	  Falmouth	  cemetery.	  

8. 	  George	   Smithwick	   (1875-‐1943),	   Ballylinch;	   manager	   of	   Mount	   Juliet	   stud.	  
Coming	   from	   Fairyhouse	   Races	   on	   that	   Easter	   Monday	   he	   received	   a	   bullet	  
wound	  in	  the	  head,	  and	  its	  impact	  was	  lessened	  by	  his	  bowler	  hat,	  which	  he	  kept	  
ever	  afterwards	  as	  a	  souvenir	  of	  his	  lucky	  escape.	  

9. Mrs.	   Fleming	   (neé	   Helen	   Lowry),	   wife	   of	   a	   British	   army	   officer,	   lived	   in	  
Thomastown.	   She	   received	   a	   bullet	  wound	   in	   the	   arm	   in	   the	   same	   incident.	   In	  
1922	  she	  married	  George	  Smithwick,	  and	  was	   later	  manager	  of	   the	  Aga	  Khan’s	  
stud	  farm	  at	  Gilltown,	  Co.	  Kildare.	  Died	  1966	  

10. Now	  called	  Garnacreene,	  Dublin	  Road,	  the	  home	  of	  Mrs	  Helen	  Tynan.	  
11. 	  Dr	   Reginald	   Griffin	   (1863^-‐1946)	   lived	   at	   No.	   5	   Patrick	   Street.	   Served	   in	   the	  

1914-‐1918	  War.	  Medical	  officer	  to	  R.I.C.	  and	  Post	  Office.	  In	  later	  years	  he	  moved	  
to	   Dublin,	   where	   his	   death	   took	   place	   in	   November	   1946.	   He	   is	   buried	   In	  
Foulkstown	  cemetery.	  

12. 	  James	  Poe	  (1867-‐1948),	  Archersgrove,	  Kilkenny.	  Senior	  member	  of	  a	  legal	  firm	  
established	  by	   an	   ancestor	   some	  200	  years	  previously.	  Educated	  Portarlington	  
School	   and	   T.C.D.	   Qualified	   as	   solicitor	   1890.	   L.L.	   D.	   1890.	   In	   1916	   he	   was	  
appointed	   District	   Probate	   Registrar,	   a	   position	   he	   held	   till	   his	   death.	   He	   is	  
buried	  in	  St	  Kieran’s	  cemetery,	  Kilkenny.	  

13. His	   daughter,	   Mrs	   Patricia	   Kinahan,	   is	   a	   generous	   member	   of	   Kilkenny	  
Archaeological	  Society.	  

14. 	  Thomas	   Treacy	   (1885-‐1975),	   Dean	   Street,	   Kilkenny.	   Clerk	   in	   District	   Probate	  
Office	   in	  1916.	  Later	  secretary	   to	  County	  Board	  of	  Health.	  Commanding	  Officer	  
First	   Kilkenny	   Brigade	   I.R.A.	   (1919-‐1920),	   was	   imprisoned	   by	   the	   British	  
authorities	   in	   Kilkenny	   gaol.	   He	   is	   buried	   in	   Foulkstown	   cemetery.	   His	  widow	  
still	  resides	  in	  Dean	  Street,	  Kilkenny.	  

15. 	  Peter	  De	  Loughry	  (1882-‐1931)	  born	  Rothe	  House.	  His	  family	  owned	  foundry	  in	  
Parliament	  Street.	  Arrested	  Easter	  Week	  1916,	   imprisoned	  in	  Wandsworth	  and	  
Lincoln	  prisons	  and	  on	  Spike	   Island.	  During	  War	  of	   Independence	  he	  was	   first	  
Republican	   soldier	   to	   be	   taken	   hostage	   by	   Black	   &	   Tans	   when	   he	   was	   held	   a	  
captive	   in	   Woodstock	   House,	   Inistioge.	   He	   was	   Mayor	   Kilkenny	   1919-‐1925.	  
Senator	  1922-‐1925.	  Cumann	  na	  nGael	  T.D.	  for	  Carlow-‐Kilkenny	  1927-‐1931.	  

16. Laurence	   De	   Loughry	   (1890-‐1949),	   born	   Parliament	   Street.	   Joined	   Irish	  
Volunteers	   in	   1915	   and	   became	   Section	   Commander.	   Arrested	   Easter	   Week.	  
Became	  despatch	  carrier	  for	  Michael	  Collins	  on	  his	  release	  from	  prison.	  He	  was	  
used	   as	   hostage	   by	   Black	  &	   Tans	   during	   raids	   from	  Woodstock,	   April	   1919	   to	  
March	  1920.	  Later,	  he	  was	  charged	  by	  R.I.C.	  with	  “not	  being	  a	  loyal	  subject”	  and	  
interned,	  in	  Spike	  Island	  and	  Bere	  Island	  camps.	  He	  was	  a	  talented	  amateur	  actor	  
and	  was	  manager	  of	  Kilkenny	  Theatre	  for	  20	  years.	  

17. 	  James	   Nowlan,	   lived	   with	   his	   sister	   at	   Bishop’s	   Hill,	   Kilkenny.	   He	   worked	   in	  
Sullivan’s	   Brewery.	   Joined	   the	   Irish	   Republican	   Brotherhood,	   became	   a	  
supporter	  of	  Parnell,	  and	  later	  gave	  his	  allegiance	  to	  Sinn	  Fein.	  Rounded	  up	  after	  
Easter	   Rising	   and	   transferred	   from	   Kilkenny	   gaol	   to	   Richmond	   barracks	   and	  



thence	  to	  Wakefield	  prison,	  where	  he	  was	  kept	  in	  isolation.	  Released	  after	  a	  few	  
months.	   In	  1919	   re-‐arrested	  and	   imprisoned	   in	  Cork	  gaol	   for	   five	  weeks.	  After	  
his	  release	  he	  went	  to	  live	  in	  Dublin.	  

18. The	  Gaelic	  League	  and	  G.A.A.	  were	  his	  other	   abiding	   interests.	   In	  1896	  he	  was	  
elected	   to	   represent	   Kilkenny	   on	   Central	   Council	   of	   G.A.A.	   In	   1901	   became	  
President,	  an	  office	  he	  held	  for	  20	  years.	  An	  Alderman	  for	  St.	  John’s	  Ward	  in	  the	  
city,	  his	  sympathies	  were	  always	  with	  Labour.	  He	  died	  in	  1924	  and	  is	  buried	  in	  
Glasnevin	  cemetery.	  Nowlan	  Park,	  Kilkenny	  is	  named	  in	  his	  honour.	  

19. 	  Lambert’s	  Garage,	  now	  Statham’s	  Garage,	  Patrick	  Street,	  directly	  opposite	  
Florence	  Hackett’s	  house.	  
20. 	  Pierce	  Brett,	  Kilkenny,	  was	  released	  from	  prison	  on	  13	  June	  1916,	  
according	  to	  Sinn	  Fein	  Rebellion	  Handbook.	  Further	  information	  about	  him	  is	  

sought.	  
21. Doran’s,	  Grocers,	  No.	  6	  High	  Street,	  was	  sold	  to	  the	  E.S.B.	  for	  showrooms,	  

and	  is	  now	  owned	  by	  Martin	  Mulhall.	  
22. Cleere’s,	   98	   High	   Street	   formerly	   Coyle	   Bros.	   Printers,	   now	  Miss	  McCormack’s	  

newsagent.	  The	   two	  Miss	  Cleeres,	   sisters	  of	  W.	  K.	  Cleere,	  Ormonde	  Road,	  were	  
proprietors	  of	  a	  newsagency.	  

23. 	  Pat	   Corcoran	   (1879-‐1920)	   not	   Cochrane,	   as	   appears	   in	   the	   diary.	   He	   lived	   in	  
upper	  Patrick	  Street,	  and	  his	  craft	  was	  wood-‐working.	  Examples	  of	  his	  skill	  are	  
still	   pointed	   out	   in	   Kilkenny.	   He	   was	   an	   Alderman	   on	   the	   Corporation,	   from	  
which	  he	   resigned	  abruptly,	   confiding	   to	   the	  priest	  who	  had	  persuaded	  him	   to	  
become	  a	  member	  that	  he	  “could	  not	  save	  his	  soul	  and	  remain	  a	  member	  of	  the	  
Corporation”.	  He	  was	  a	  County	  Councillor	  at	  the	  time	  of	  his	  death	  in	  August	  1920	  
and	  at	  a	  meeting	  of	  the	  Council,	  24	  June	  1920,	  he	  proposed	  that	  all	  candidates	  to	  
Council	  posts	  pass	  a	  preliminary	  examination	  in	  the	  Irish	  language.	  

24. His	   funeral	   to	   Foulkstown,	   according	   to	   the	   Kilkenny	   Journal	   was	   the	   largest	  
public	  funeral	  ever	  seen	  in	  Kilkenny.	  One	  of	  the	  wreaths	  on	  his	  grave	  was	  “with	  
deepest	  sympathy	  from	  Miss	  Hackett”.	  

25. 	  Fr	  Patrick	  J.	  Delahunty	  (1880-‐1955).	  Born	  in	  Curraghmartin,	  Mooncoin,	  he	  was	  
ordained	   in	  St.	  Kieran’s	  College	   (1905)	   for	  American	  missions,	  but	  was	  kept	   in	  
Ossory	   by	   Bishop	   Brownrigg	   “because	   he	   was	   a	   great	   singer”.	   Appointed	   C.C.,	  
Callan	  (1910).	  With	  J.	  J.	  Dunne,	  he	  formed	  a	  branch	  of	  the	  National	  Volunteers	  in	  
Callan	   in	   1914.	   A	   Redmondite	   until	   1916	   when	   his	   views	   became	   more	  
republican.	  He	  took	  an	  active	  part	  in	  military	  raids	  on	  Hugginstown	  and	  Drangan	  
R.I.C.	  barracks	  during	  the	  War	  of	  Independence	  and	  stored	  weapons	  in	  his	  house.	  
He	  was	  arrested	  in	  April	  1921	  and	  lodged	  in	  Kilkenny	  gaol	  from	  which	  he	  made	  a	  
dramatic	   escape.	   He	   never	   returned	   to	   Callan,	   but	   was	   welcomed	   irr	   Illinois,	  
U.S.A.	  where	  he	  became	  a	  school	  chaplain.	  Died	  4	  April	  1955.	  

26. Fr	  Delahunty	  Terrace,	  Kilkenny	  commemorates	  this	  turbulent	  priest.	  
	  


