
 

 

DEATH OF CAPTAIN J.A. SMlTHWICK, J.P. 

Universal sorrow and regret were occasioned in 

the city on Tuesday morning when the sad 

intelligence was announced of the death of 

Captain J. A. Smithwick, J.P., older son of the 

late Mr. John F. Smithwick, J.P., Co.C, 
Larchfield House. The circumstances which led 

up to tho untimely end of this gallant officer are 

familiar to most of our readers. At the outbreak 

of war he was one of the first of our brave Irish 

soldiers to take part in the stupendous struggle 

for civilisation, and when leading his gallant 
company of the 4th Batt. Royal Irish Regiment, 

which was mainly composed of Kilkennymen, he 

was wounded and captured after a fight in which 

his undaunted courage was an inspiration and 

encouragement to his followers. He fell,fighting 
against tremendous odds, and fearlessly 

advancing in spite of heavy fire from the enemy’s 

lines. His wound was of such a nature that he 

was conveyed to a German hospital, where his 

health became seriously undermined through 

want of proper treatment and nourishment. 
Some few  months ago, as a result of the 

movement for the exchange of prisoners, Captain 

Smithwick, with a number of others, was 

liberated, but his hitherto vigorous constitution 

had broken down and, after a trying voyage to 

England, he was conveyed to a military hospital 
in London, his removal ,to: Kilkenny being 



considered inadvisable by the medical 

authorities. While in hospital Captain Smithwick 

was visited by His Majesty the King, who 

expressed deep anxiety for his recovery. On his 

arrival in London Captain Smithwick accorded an 
interview  to a Press representative, in which, 

amongst other matters appertaining to the 

treatment of Irish prisoners in Germany, he referred 

to the utter fiasco in which the movement to form an 

"Irish Brigade” terminated. Despite all the energies 
of the medical and nursing staff of the hospital his 

condition, though at times showing a slight 

improvement, rapidly became worse, and he died 

early on Tuesday morning, fortified in his last 

moments by the consolations of the Church. His 

lamented demise adds another .distinguished name 
to the list of brave Irishmen who sacrificed home 

and everything else they held dear, and died in the 

noble cause of liberty. In common with the citizens 

of all creeds and classes, we offer to his bereaved 

brother, Mr. R. H. Smithwick, Co.C., T.C., and the 
other members of his family an expression of our 

heartfelt sympathy and regret in their sad affliction. 

The interment took place on this (Friday) 

morning in the family burial ground at 

Foulkstown. 
 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS RESPONSE 

The genesis of the 16th Division is to be sought for in the 

meeting which Mr. Asquith addressed in Dublin in 

September, 1911. That meeting was presided over by the Lord 

Lieutenant, and the platform included the Prime Minister, Mr. 

Redmond, the Lord Mayors and Mayors of most of the great 

towns in Ireland, chairmen of County Councils, the 

representatives of all shades of political and religious opinion. 

At that meeting Mr. Redmond heartily endorsed the formation 

of an Irish Division - a suggestion which had borne the fruit 

now to be seen at a certain military centre in England. 

Additional battalions were formed of all the well-known 

Irish regiments. 

As soon as the division was formed recruits from the 

National Volunteers began to come forward in great batches. 

They were all men of a splendid type, young, active, and 

intelligent, belonging to a class altogether different from that 

from which the army draws its recruits in the ordinary way. 

Ath three several places where they have been quartered they 

have won the highest praise for their general behaviour. Vdry 

few of them draw their whole pay, but have it sent home to 

their friends. 

When the 10th Division was ordered for active service there 

was a call for 1,200 volunteers to make it up to full strength. 

At once every man in the three brigades of the 16th Division 

who were invited to volunteer came forward and offered their 

services. 

A FINE FIGHTING FORCE 

The Irish race has come forward nobly to answer the call 

for men. When the war broke out 20,000 reservists from 

Ireland joined the colours. Since then 81,000 recruits have 

come forward in that country, of whom 27,00 are Irish 

National Volunteers and about 27,500 Ulster Volunteers. In 

Great Britain 115,000 men of Irish birth have come forward, 

and a good proportion of the men in the Canadian, Australian 

and New Zealand contingents are of Irish birth or ancestry. 

Reckoning up the men in the navy, Mr. John Redmond was 

able to claim in the House of Commons last week that 

between 300,000 and 400,000 men of the Irish race have 

presented themselves to fight for the Empire. 

Such is the story of which the 16th Brigade is the outward 

and visible sign. among all the Kaiser’s miscalculations none 

was more flagrant or more ridiculous than that which relied 

upon the hostility of Ireland towards the other parts of the 

Empire. The finest fighting race in the world is heartily with 

us in the struggle and with us because it is a fight for the 

rights and freedom of the smaller nationalities. “Ireland,” said 

Mr. John Redmond, “for the first time in her history realises 

and values her position in the Empire, and is willing and, 

indeed, eager to do her duty.” And ocular demonstration of 

the truth of these  words is to be found in the magnificent 

fighting force which Sir Lawrence Parsons commands. 

 

 


