
PROPOSED “IRISH WEEK” IN KILKENNY 

At the monthly meeting of the Kilkenny Corporation on Monday night last, Mr. John Magennis, 

P.L.G., Mayor, presiding, a deputation from Kilkenny Coisde Ceanntair, consisting of the Rev. M. 

Gibbons, C.C., St. John’s (President), Messrs Hasset and Dennehy came before the meeting in 

reference to the proposed “ Irish Week’ in Kilkenny. 

Father Gibbons said the Kilkenny Gaelic League thought it proper that some extra effort should be 

made to further the interests of the Irish language and the Irish cause in Kilkenny during the present 

year. For several reasons he gladly accepted the invitation to act on that deputation; but he 

accepted it, first of all, to get a public opportunity of congratulating the Mayor, on his recent re-

election to the important position which he now held. Being a public man in St. John’s, he need not 

say that he felt more or less inclined to fall into the grave sin of pride at having such an important 

man in the parish of St. John's (hear, hear). He did not say that to palaver the Mayor; that was only 

by the way. Their object in coming there that night Was to bring before the public notice the fact 

that there were such things as Irish manufactured goods, and the Gaelic League intended during the 

week beginning the 13th March to hold what they called an Irish Week, and it had been thought 

good to ask the shopkeepers of the city to have a display of Irish goods during that week. 

Of course, it was a very important movement and a very necessary one at the present time, when 

there was a terrible upheaval all over the world, and we were in the same position asthe small 

nationalities about which so much had been said of late. If possible, the corporation, being the 

public representatives of the, people, should do something to further the interests of the cause 

which was so dear to all Irishmen, and to bring about a display of Irish goods during the week men-

tioned. On behalf of the deputation he asked the corporation to authorise their respected Town 

Clerk to' circularise in their name all the shopkeepers of the city, asking them to hold a display of 

Irish goods during' that week. Considering the importance of the cause which they were trying to 

further, he thought the request was a reasonable one (applause). 

Mr. Healy proposed that the request of the deputation be acceded to. He said he supposed they 

were all Gaelic Leaguers in a sense, and it would be a good thing if there was a display of Irish goods 

in all the shop windows during, Irish Week. 

Alderman Purcell—Who will supply the Irish goods to the shopkeepers? 

Mr. Deloughry seconded the proposition. , 

The Mayor, in declaring the proposition passed unanimously, said he wished to return thanks to 

Father Gibbons, and the deputation for the compliment they had paid him. He was sure the Town 

Clerk would be only too happy to give every  assistance possible to the movement. He might say, on 

behalf of the corporation, that no matter how, they might differ on small matter, on big matters or 

matters appertaining to the national cause, there was no difference whatsoever. 

 


