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These advertisements appeared in The Kilkenny 

Journal newspaper in 1916. Low paid workers at the 

time earned as little as £1 per week. 

In 1912 there were fifty-seven motor cars and thirty-

five motor cycles registered with Kilkenny County 

Council. Henry G. Tempest of Dundalk published 

the registration numbers and owners’ names in The 

Irish Motor Directory. Below is the first page of the 

Kilkenny entry. Four of these vehicles were motor 

cycles. There were four pages altogether devoted to 

Kilkenny cars. More than twenty of the cars listed 

seem to have belonged to nobility or gentry. Four 

were owned by doctors and three by clergymen. Ten 

or so seem to be businessmen or merchants. 

 

One of the owners mentioned was Mr. Burden the 

County Surveyor, a well-paid senior official with 

Kilkenny County Council. His duty included 

looking after roads all over the county. At that time 

main roads were macadamised - a layer of stones 

7½ cm thick was topped off with a layer of stones 

no bigger than 2 cm. These stones were broken by 

hand by men sitting down using a hammer. The 

roads might be steam-rolled but asphalt (“tar”) 

wasn’t used commonly in Ireland until the 1920’s. 

These roads were quite good enough for horse-

drawn vehicles, but, when motors became more 

common, the old-style roads no longer stood up to 

the new traffic. 

 

THE DONKEY AND THE MOTOR 

John Lee, junior, Garden Row, was summoned by 

Constable Gray for causing obstruction in John Street on the 

21
st
 Sept. Complainant stated that the defendant was drawing 

stones with his donkey and cart down John Street. 
He was on the wrong side of the road, and oopposite the 

Globe Hotel, he met the Thurles motor-bus, the driver of 

which requested room to pass, but defendant refused to go to 

the proper side of the road. Witness, then caught the donkey 
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and pulled it to one side. Defendant had previously been 

cautioned for a similar offence. Defendant was fined 1s. and 

costs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

1. What two makes of car did Lambert 

and Co. sell? 

2. Which of these was the cheapest and 

chich the dearest? 

3. How much  did Statham and Co. 

charge for car hire? 

4. Why do you think there were only 57 

cars registered in County Kilkenny in 

1912? 

5. Why might Mr. Burden need a motor 

car? 

6. One of the two sizes of stones for 

macadam roads could be tested by the 

stonebreaker by putting it in his 

mouth. Which size do you think could 

be tested in this way? 

7. Why did motor-cars damage the old-

style roads more than the carts did? 

8. The donkey and cart was on the 

“wrong” side of the road and the 

motor-bus was on the “proper” side of 

the road. How would you describe the 

two sides of the road? 

9. At least two towns had bus services 

connecting them with Kilkenny. Name 

them. 

10. What other towns might have been 

connected to Kilkenny by bus? 

11. If you came from Castlecomer to 

Kilkenny in the morning and went 

home by the afternoon bus, how much 

would the round trip cost? 

12. What purpose would Mr. Duggan’s 

new motor van serve? 

 

 


