CENSORSHIP 27/5/1916

General Sir John Maxwell was appointed
Commander in Chief in Ireland and arrived to take
up his post on 28th April 1916 as the Easter Week
rising was drawing to a close. He was responsible
for the setting up of courts martial which
condemned many of the leaders of the rising to
death. Though many of the condemned had their
sentences commuted, fifteen were shot by firing
squad. Under the Defence of the Realm Act,
Maxwell also had power to censor the press.
You can see by the correspondence quoted here
how The Kilkenny People newspaper was affected,
and the way its editor E.T. Keane endeavoured to
let his readers know what was going on.
On 1st June 1916, a press censor’s office was
established in Ireland and from then on, the
censor, Lord Decies was in charge of dealing with
Newspapers which were considered an incitement
to rebellion. In mid June the following report
appeared:
“KILKENNY PEOPLE” AND CENSORSHIP
Last week we felt bound to enter a protest against
the manner in which the censorship of the
“Kilkenny People” was exercised.
On Sunday Mr. Keane received a communication
from Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Decies, Chief Press
Censor, Headquarters, Irish Command, Dublin,
requesting him to come to Dublin on Tuesday, 13 th
inst., and call and see him at Headquarters, Irish
Command, Parkgate.
Mr.Keane called at 11.30 on the day named. He
was accompanied by Mr. Pat O’ Brien M.P. An
interview with Lieutenant-colonel Lord Decies
took place.
The local censorship of the “Kilkenny People” no
longer operates, nor is the Editor obliged to submit
proofs before publication. “The Kilkenny People”
is, in fact in exactly the very same position as every
other Irish newspaper. There is no censorship
before publication, but of course it is subject to the
provisions of the Defence of the Realm Act, which
very stringent regarding newspapers.

