
Politics, Conflict and Society  1916 and the Foundation of the State 

The child should be enabled to 

 engage in simple studies of some of the more important aspects of periods in which political 

changes or movements have had an important influence on the lives of people in Ireland 

 explore, discuss, compare and develop some simple understanding of the attitudes, beliefs, 

motivations and actions of differing individuals and groups of people in the past 

 begin to develop some appreciation of the mind-set of former generations 

 acquire insights into the attitudes and actions of people in contemporary Ireland 

 develop a growing sense of personal, national, European and wider identities. 

 

 

Ireland at the Time 

Some people were very much taken with the idea of the Irishness of Ireland. They 

joined groups like the GAA that promoted Irish games like hurling and Gaelic 

Football. Many joined the Gaelic League to learn how to speak Irish. William 

Butler Yeats and Lady Gregory wrote plays and poetry in English but they were 

about Irish life. Irish crafts were popular and there was a strong emphasis on 

buying Irish-made goods in the shops. Among this group were men and women 

who felt that Ireland should not be ruled by Britain, but should have its own 

government. They were in favour of change. 

At the same time, World War 1 had been on for two years. Many Irish people 

fought in the British Army. After all, Ireland was still ruled by Britain then.  Some 

people felt a strong connection to Britain and everything British. They were loyal 

to King of England and did not see a benefit to breaking away to start governing 

ourselves.  

Of course people do not fit into neat boxes and among the first group, there were 

Irish speakers who were very loyal to the King of England and likewise in the 

second group, there were soldiers fighting in the British Army who were keen on 

GAA sports and securing independence from Britain.  

Both groups could be found in Kilkenny and the films that were shown in the 

cinemas reflect what each group stood for.  

 

The class needs to have covered ‘The Gaelic Revival’ 

and have some knowledge of World War I. 



Look up ‘film reel’ on the 

internet and draw a picture of 

one here. 

The Cinema in Kilkenny in 1916 

Films were shown in two venues in Kilkenny: in the Theatre, in Patrick St (Zuni restaurant) and 

in the Cinema in High Street, across from Dore’s butchers where a sports shop is located today. 

        Kilkenny Journal 26 August 1916 

                                                    

The film ‘For King and Country’ is being 

shown on Friday and Saturday. Do you think 

this film might be propaganda?  

__________________________________ 

Why do you say that? 

 

 ____________________________________ 

____________________________________                                       

The advertisement says that this story will 

‘have appeal for all’.  Do you think that’s true?  _________ 

Give a reason for your answer. 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  

Why do you think the advertisement 

included the number of reels for each 

film? 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Kilkenny Moderator 11 March 1916 

On Friday and Saturday night, the 

Cinema is going to show ‘The 

Wearing of the Green’. 

The Wearing of the Green (1910) Andy, 

who was a member of the United 

Irishmen and peasant girl Norah are in 

love, but, to her distress, an English 

Major has romantic designs on her. 

However, his plan to place guns in 

Andy's cottage and have him 

arrested and imprisoned fails. He is 

finally outfoxed when Norah and Andy 

get married. 

 

Who do you think this is 

aimed at? 

_______________________ 

 

Give a reason for your answer. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 Listen to the song The Wearing of the Green and 

look up the lyrics on the internet. 


