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Kilkenny People 6 th May 1916 

Big Military Force in 
Kilkenny. 

 
POST OFFICE TAKEN OVER. 

CITY ENCIRCLED BY MILITARY CORDON.  

DRAFTS TO BE SENT TO COUNTY DISTRICTS. 

 

Four troop trains, two from Dublin and two from the Curragh arrived in 

Kilkenny on Thursday, bringing a large force of military, estimated at about 

1,000 men, made up of infantry, cavalry and artillery. They are at present 

quartered in the military barracks. 

Early in the afternoon the military took charge of the Post Office, putting an 

armed guard within the building, and a sentry outside with rifle and fixed bayonet. 

The city is now completely under martial law, and civilians, if challenged, should 

be careful to answer the challenge promptly. 

An armed cordon encircles the city. 

Drafts from Kilkeny will, it is said, be sent to, the various centres in the county 

where the Irish Volunteers were numerically strong. 

General Sir John Maxwell has issued a Proclamation ordering that all members of 

“the Irish Volunteer Sinn Fein organisation or of the Citizen Army shall forthwith 

surrender all arms, ammunition and explosives to the nearest military authority or 

the nearest Police barracks” on or before May 6, and that those who fail to obey the 

Proclamation will be severely dealt with. 
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Kilkenny People 6th May 1916 

 

INCIDENTS OF THE REVOLT 
 

 Mr. Justin Sherin, L.D.S., whose motor car was commandeered by the 

rebels on Easter Monday near the Shelbourne Hotel, recovered his car on 

Tuesday of this week. It was uninjured. Mr. Sherin had been staying in the 

lmperial Hotel, which was subsequently occupied by the Sinn Feiners, but 

he had previously removed his quarters to Mount street. Mr. Sherin 

witnessed the capture of the Post Office by the Republican forces. 

Two members of the staff of the Provincial Bank, Kilkenny, Messrs. 

Newsome and Knox, unable to return on Easter Monday evening, only 

succeeded in reaching Kilkenny on Sunday last. Getting a permit to leave 

Dublin they “tramped” to Sallins in orthodox style and spent Saturday in a 

farmer's house near Sallins where they were regaled with suppers of bacon, 

eggs and two pints of “creamy”— the most delightful they ever tasted, they 

aver. They had spent from Wednesday to Saturday morning in a hotel near 

Kingsbridge, slept in their clothes, and one day rations were restricted to a 

cup of tea each and a small portion of bread. 

Another Kilkenny banking official, Mr. Russell, of the National, "escaped” 

from Dublin on Tuesday morning on a motor which carried him to 

Maryboro’. 

Two members of the "Kilkenny People" composing staff, Messrs. P. 

Ennis and T. Geary, who went to Dublin on Easter Monday, returned 

to Kilkenny, the former on the evening of Tuesday, 3rd, and the latter 

on Wednesday evening, May 4. 

Mr. P. W. O’Hanrahan, lrishtown, also arrived on Tuesday evening, 

bringing with him a copy of the “Irish Times” carrying the dates, “Friday. 

April 28, Saturday, April 29, Monday, May I"—three issues in one. It was 

the first Dublin paper seen in Kilkenny since Easter Monday morning.  

Mr. Blake, Sub-Agent Bank of Ireland and Mr. Walsh, Provincial Bank 

were lucky in being able to get from Dublin on the Wednesday morning 

after the "rising” by the only through train that left Kingsbridge until 

Tuesday last. The latter train left Dublin at 12 noon and arrived in 

Kilkenny about 7 p.m. 

Mr. Newsome, making his way up the quays to the hotel near Kingsbridge, 

was challenged eight times by Sinn Fein sentries. In every instance, having, 

answered the challenge, they treated him with perfect courtesy and 

indicated the safest way in which he could get to his destination. If you 

only look at him now he says “Friend!” 
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KILKENNY GENTLEMEN’S EXCITING EXPERIENCE 

A party of Kilkenny gentlemen consisting of Messrs. T. F. Murphy, J.P.; P. D. McCreery, L.D.S.; 
E. Shearman and James King, had a most exciting experience in Dublin on Easter Monday which we were 

not permitted to refer to in our last issue. 

They motored from Kilkenny to Fairyhouse, and after the races, where they had been particularly lucky, 

proceeded to Dublin for what they hoped would be a pleasant dinner and an enjoyable evening before 

returning home. 

Nothing particular attracted their attention until they arrived in O'Connell street. Here, opposite the Post 

Office, they observed three cavalry horses lying dead on the street and the windows completely shattered in 

the G.P.0. 

Without molestation of any kind they reached the Dolphin Hotel, which they found barred and the doors 

locked. 

Mr. Murphy, however, is an old friend of Mr. Michael Nugent, and the latter admitted the party, when for the 

first time they learned that Dublin was in possession of the insurrectionists. 

They give a terrible description of the firing that proceeded without interruption while they enjoyed an 

excellent dinner and for hours afterwards. The firing, proceeded from the City Hall, the “Daily Express” office, 

and the districts surrounding, and one officer was brought into the hotel badly wounded. 

About 11 o’clock the firing ceased, and they decided to venture on the homeward journey, accompanied by 

a Dublin gentleman. 

They [proceeded on by a roundabout route, and were congratulating themselves the danger zone when they were 

suddenly halted by a Sinn Fein patrol. They were directed to leave the car, which they promptly did, rifles and 

revolvers being levelled at them. The leader of the rebel patrol then intimated to them that he commandeered the 

car, which he directed to have turned round on the street so as to form a barricade. A young woman armed with 

a revolver formed one of the party, and she entered into quite friendly conversation with Mr. McCreery, who 

rather good-humouredly, if inconsequently, opened the conversation by remarking that it was “a soft night.” 

Indeed the four Kilkennymen and their Dublin friend all emphasise the perfectly courteous manner in which 

they were treated by the Sinn Fein patrol party, who spoke in the friendliest possible manner to them and. 

explained that they were merely obeying orders. 

While "pourparlers" were being exchanged, the captain of the patrol arrived, and on hearing the 

circumstances of the case and that some of the party had urgent business in Kilkenny, he at once gave them a 

permit to pass through the lines, and they arrived home about 4.a.m, nothing the worse for their unexpected 

rencontre. 
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Kilkenny People 13

th
 May 1916 

Martial Law in Operation 

_____________ 

NUMEROUS ARRESTS IN THE CITY 

MILITARY SEARCH FOR ARMS 

As stated in our late editions of last week’s issue, the military authorities 

occupied the streets early on Friday morning and proceeded to make arrests 

of several men who were stated to be connected with the Sinn Fein and Irish 

Volunteer movements. They were engaged for several hours in this work; 

armed guards being stationed on the roadway adjoining the houses where 

arrests were being made or searches carried out for arms, and traffic was 

suspended meanwhile. 

The following is an unofficial list of those who have been taken into custody: 

Alderman James Nowlan, Bishopshill, Peter de Loughry, T.C., P.L.G., 

Parliament street; Laurence de Loughry, do.; Michael Purcell T.C., High 

street; Patrick Corcoran, Patrick street; Thomas Stallard, Parliament street; 

James Carrigan, D.C., farmer, Clara; William Stephens, draper’s assistant, 

High street; Denis Barry, draper’s assistant, do.; Anthony Mulally, painter, 

Parnell street; Joseph Coyne, Bishopshill; Thomas Neary, Poulgour; Pierce 

Brett, Blackmill street; Thomas Treacy, clerk, Dean street; Patrick Parsons, 
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Wolfe Tone street; Stephen Dwyer, reporter, Patrick street; Michael Ryan, 

Bishopshill; James Lalor, builder, Walkin street; Edward Comerford, 

Wellington Square; Michael O’Dwyer, ex-T.C., monumental sculptor, John 

street; M.F. Higgins, do; Patrick Burke, bread van driver, Wolfe Tone street; 

Charles Smith, Maudlin street; James Madigan, slater, Abbey street; John 

Kealy, John street; Martin Kealy, Clilfden; William Denn, Talbot’s Inch, John 

Gibbons, farmer, Clomanto; Thomas Furlong, Michael street; R. Walsh, 

Dunmore, farmer; J. Harte, Clara. 

A man named O’Connell, stated to be a captain in the America Army and 

organiser of the Irish Volunteers, was also taken into custody a nd placed in 

Kilkenny Prison. 

A young fellow named John Lalor, employed at the Kilkenny Woollen Mills, 

was arrested on Friday evening but was afterwards discharged. 

REMOVAL OF PRISONERS 

On Wednesday morning all the prisoners, under heavy military escort, were 

marched to the Railway station and conveyed by special train to Dublin 

where they were interned in Richmond Barracks. 

A tragic incident which is referred to elsewhere occurred during the march. 

Mr. James Carrigan, D.C. who has been in very ill health, was released 

shortly after his arrival in Dublin and returned to Kilkenny by the evening 

train. Mr. Patrick Corcoran was discharged from custody on Wednesday, 

and returned to Kilkenny by the afternoon train. 

MILITARY SEARCH FOR ARMS 

During the week, some gardens in the vicinity were searched by the military, 

excavations being made in various places where it was thought arms would 

be concealed. 

On Thursday, by order of the military, all the public houses in the city were 

closed, and certain houses in Parliament street were searched for arms. 

The results of the search have not been stated, but they are said to be 

generally negative; except in one case - namely an old shotgun which was 

found in Blackmill pond. 

A quantity of ammunition was also found in gardens adjoining the Ormonde 

Road. 

There was considerable excitement in the city while the searches were being 

made, and the operations of the military were watched by large crowds of 

citizens. 
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SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON SHOT WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF 

AUTHORITIES 

OFFICER ARRESTED 

One of the most remarkable tragedies of the rebellion has been the death 

of Mr. Sheehy Skeffington, the well-known Dublin writer and publicist. 

Yesterday Mr. Asquith stated that the G.O.C. in Ireland telegraphed that 

Sheehy Skeffington was shot on April 26 without the knowledge of the 

military authorities. The matter is under investigation and the officer 

concerned has been arrested and would be court-martialled. 

Questions have been raised in the House of Commons regarding the fate of 

Mr. Sheehy Skeffington. Mr. H.W. Nevinson, writing in the "Manchester 

Guardian" quotes the following letter from the widow of Mr. Skeffington: 

"My husband was arrested on April 25 when returning home the second 

day of the rising, tried (charge unknown) and shot forthwith. He was 

unarmed and a non-combatant, being well known as an earnest pacifist, 

but also as an Irish Nationalist. I would take it as the greatest favour to his 

memory that you would see that these facts are known at once in England 

to prevent further tragedies while there is time. I have these facts on the 

most reliable source, but have had yet no official intimation, and have not 

been allowed to see my husband, receive his message, or take away his 

body for burial."  

Mr. Nevinson says: - I knew Mr. Sheehy Skeffington for many years, and 

think it quite certain that he took no part in the violence of the rising, but 

probably did his utmost to check it. I am informed that when arrested and 

shot he was engaged in posting placards calling upon the people to desist 

from looting. 

 

Francis Sheehy Skeffington was well known in Klkenny. He had taught in Saint Kieran’s 

College for a time.He was a pacifist, and spoke out against recruiting for the army during the 

war. He was imprisoned for these activities in June 1915.He and his wife Hannah worked to 

get votes for women, and he was editor of The Irish Citizen. 
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Kilkenny People May 20th 1916  

 

The Voice of the People 

 

Kilkenny appears to us to have been selected for an extra special dose of  martial law. The 

“mailed fist and the cold steel seem to have been more strongly in evidence here than in any 

other part of Ireland outside the actual scenes of disturbance. What have we done to deserve 

all this? Is it that we have been too quiet?—shall we say too meek and subservient? Perhaps 

the “powers that be ” considered that “ like a dog and a greenwood tree, the more they beat us 

the better we’ll be.’’  

We have carefully read the newspapers —in fact, since Easter Monday we have done 

little else than read newspapers— when we could get them—and we are convinced that 

Kilkenny was specially victimized. Let us take two Southern cities and a Southern town—

Cork, Limerick and Tralee—each supposed to be a  hotbed of Sinn Feinism and each having 

displayed premonitory symptoms of unrest as evidenced by several prosecutions under the 

Defence of the Realm Act. (We have not had, we believe, a single prosecution under this Act, 

in Kilkenny City and County since the war began, J and the Judges of Assize in their 

references to us have been as plausible and as courteous as if they were so many. Lord 

Chesterfields). There have been, no doubt, some arrests in the three places mentioned, but 

proportionately they were nót nearly as numerous as in Kilkenny, and—let this be noted—the 

arrests were not made until the time fixed by General Maxwell’s Proclamation for the 

surrender of arms had expired.  

When is a document issued under the authority of a British military dictator or a German 

Imperial Chancellor considered to be binding, and when is it merely a “ scrap of paper ” to be 

trampled  underfoot ? What was the interpretation that the plain, blunt man could put on this 

Proclamation of General Maxwell?  Was it not that the Sinn Fein Volunteers had up to 

Saturday night, May 6, to surrender their arms, after which date they would be “severely dealt 

with”? Yet £he first arrest was made in Kilkenny on May 3., and the “rounding up” process 

as it is called, was continued on May 4, 5 and 6, so that practically all the Kilkenny prisoners 

were arrested before the time limit allowed by Sir John Maxwell expired, one young man 

being dragged from his house at midnight on Saturday night, May 6. 

As we have said in Cork, the scene of Several Realm Act prosecutions and only twenty 

miles away from the place where an affray took place between police and Volunteers, in 

connection with which one of the Volunteers has since been executed, in Tralee also the 

scene of Realm Act prosecutions, five miles away from where Casement landed and still 

nearer to the port for which the alleged arms-laden German vessel was making, and in Lime- 

rick. also the scene of Realm Act prosecutions, the arrests have been comparatively few, and 

in Cork and Limerick most of the men arrested have since been released. In Kilkenny there 

has never been the slightest suggestion of trouble— in the habitable globe there has not been 

a more peaceable city, all classes and creeds dwelt here on the kindliest possible terms ; yet 

over thirty young citizens, and one respected citizen, Alderman Nowlan, who is no longer 

young, have been dragged from their homes, many of them humble wage-earners, away from 

their wives and families. One of them, a useful and respected citizen, unable to continue his 
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forced march, dropped dead in the street as he was literally being dragged to the railway 

station from the gaol. .... 

The sort of militarism we have seen here had not as much brains behind it as you would 

expect to find in an Orange Jelly turnip, in the fruitless and ridiculous search for arms... 

Houses and business premises inhabited only by defenceless women whose husbands had 

been previously arrested were visited on three different occasions, Soldiers armed with rifles 

and bayonets, some with pickaxes, others with shovels, not forgetting a pair of stretcher- 

bearers for the wounded, ransacked the places, tore up flooring and seats, and. finding 

nothing, departed without any attempt to repair the damage done.....  

We wish to express our most hearty agreement with the sentiment uttered by the veteran 

priest and patriot, Canon Nicholas Murphy, in the letter we publish from him to-day. After 

paying a tribute to the “foolish young fellows who “made a clean and gallant fight, there were 

no stags or skulkers amongst them” he continues—“And we do not relish the denunciatory 

resolutions published in the Freeman  every day. We should leave these things to the bitter 

enemies of Ireland, 'clerical and lay." We agree with this. We are quite fed up with moral 

platitudes. We observe that our friend, Mr M. Keating, M.P., in a letter to the New Ross 

Guardian, referred to the outbreak as one of the most horrible and foolish episodes in Irish 

history, and said that the idea of an alliance between Ireland and Germany would be as 

impossible as an alliance between an angel and a demon in the cause of virtue.". 

We know nothing about demons, and, like Disraeli, ,we prefer to be “on the side of the 

angels,
-
" but if our public, men can find nothing to say in favour of brave if misguided men 

who fought and fell, let them be sparing of their censure—“ leave these things to the bitter 

enemies of Ireland," and extend to them the charity that Emmet prayed for, “the charity of 

their silence "—or, if they will speak or write, let them go straight to the heart of things. Who 

made the rebellion in Ireland, possible? Carson and his fellow conspirators, and the wretched 

and wicked Government that allowed these conspirators to arm a bigoted, mob. Is there to be 

no censure for them? Before any rebel was oourtmartialled these men should have been 

oourtmartialled, and politicians should note that time-serving has its limits. Who first 
:
 spoke 

of a German alliance but Carson’s supporters, who openly boasted that they would rather be 

ruled by the Kaiser than by a Home Rule Parliament ? We want the saddle put on the right 

horse. As the Bishop of Killaloe very properly stated “Sir Edward Carson has been the root 

cause of all this trouble”; and again—“No British officer refused to shoot the men who were 

goaded to the madness of' insurrection by his (Carson’s) insulting taunts." 

Finally, we wish to commend to the support of their fellow city and county men the 

appeal that has been issued with the view of providing for the wants of the wives and families 

of the imprisoned  Kilkennymen. If Ulster Volunteers were arrested and detained without 

charge, Dukes and Earls, Cabinet Ministers, Judges, Primates and Bishops would rush to their 

support. We, Irishmen and Nationalists, must not “turn down" our brothers. Let us show them 

that they are not forgot or forsaken, and that their wives and little ones do not lack food or 

raiment. They are our brothers, one and all, and they are dearer to us than the foul brood of 

Carrion Crows who are for ever feeding on and gnawing at the vitals of Ireland. And now, 

Nationalists of the City and County, “’tis your money we want." Sympathise in pounds, 

shillings and pence. 
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Kilkenny People May 20
th

 1916 

MR. PAT O’BRIEN, M.P., AND THE KILKENNY ARRESTS. 

CORPORATION’S RESOLUTION. 

At the meeting of the Corporation on Tuesday night, The Town Olérk said that, respecting the 

recent arrests in Kilkenny he had, at the direction of the Mayor, placed all the facts before Mr. Pat 

O’Brien, M.P. for Kilkenny City, from whom he had received the following reply.—  

                                 House of Commons, 

          May 15, 1916. 

Dear Mr. O'Connell—In reply to your letter of the 13th inst., I am sorry to hear of the arrests 

where all was peace. I will put questions when the Prime Minister returns from Ireland. There is no 

ore here who can answer questions about Ireland of that, sort in his absence. I may also write to- Sir 

John Maxwell. —Yours very truly, 

          PAT O’BRIEN  

The Mayor said that, as might be seen by the- Press, other Councils throughout Ireland had passed 

resolutions calling for clemency for the men detained as prisoners, and the Town Clerk had drafted a 

resolution on similar lines for their consideration. 

Mr .Healy—I think we should wait yet awhile. 

      Mayor—Very well., 

Mr, Healy—That is only my own opinion. 

      Mayor—It is for the Corporation to decide if they will adopt the resolution. 

Ald. Cantwell—I don’t know that it would be wise to wait. The longer the sore is kept open the 

worse will it be for the country. If clemency were extended quickly it would have much greater effect 

than if it were withheld for any length of time, If we can do anything to get home the men who have 

been taken out of Kilkenny I think we ought to do it. 

 Mr. Slater agreed. 
 

The Town Clerk then read the following r e s o l u t i o n : -“ T h e  Corporation of Kilkenny are, 

naturally, chiefly concerned in the welfare and interest of the men from Kilkenny city and county, and 

who were placed under arrest to constitute a sequel glaring in its inconsistency because of the 

undisputed fact that those young fellos had neither hand, act or part m the Dublin rebellion, the 

consequences of which are so much deplored. We now, in meeting assembled, make a request to the 

Premier of England, through the hands. of our sturdy and vigilant Parliamentary representative, Mr. 

Pat O’Brien, who, irrespective altogether of circumstances, is always to the rescue of Kilkenny and 

her people, for the release of those me n ;  and we will ask Mr. O’Brien to enlist the services and 

influence of his illustrious leader, Mr. Redmond, and of the whole Irish Party, when presenting this 

appeal on our behalf to Mr Asquith, a man who is now in a position to judge for himself. As we say, 

we make this request for the release of our own in particular; knowing them to be totally unconnected 

with the recent risings, knowing them to be of exemplary and unblemished character, and knowing, 

too, that the majority of them were the chief and perhaps only means of support of aged parents and 

helpless dependents. We take the liberty, too, of making a strong appeal for clemency all round, and 

we are very confident that this request, supported by the illustrious Chairman and Leader of the Irish 

Parliamentary Party, with the strong and influential assistance of our own Parliamentary 

representative, will meet with a consideration and response in conformity with its gravity and 

justification—justification, we say, because it is an admitted fact that up to the rising in Dublin it was 

as permissible and as legal to be an Irish Volunteer and to carry a rifle as it was for the forces of the 

Crown to take over our city under martial law. ' 
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Kilkenny People May 27th 1916 
Urban District Council 
The Kilkenny Martial Law Prisoners 
Acknowledgments of the Corporation's resolution with reference to the Kilkenny 

martial law prisoners were received from the Prime Minister and Mr John Redmond, 

M.P. Michael Meagher, M. P. wrote as follows from the House of Commons : — Dear 

Mr. O’Connell: I Received your esteemed favour, with copy of resolution re Kilkenny 
prisoners, for which I am obliged. I may assure you that even previous to getting your 

letter I, in conjunction with your worthy representative, Mr Pat O’Brien, did everything 
in my power in the matter, and as Mr John Redmond is working for their immediate 
release with all his influences I have no reason in doubting promises made us that they 

will be set at liberty in the course of next week.”  

The Town Clerk said he had received a letter from Mr. Pat O’Brien, M.P., and 
though the communication was strictly private he was at liberty to state that it was 
couched in the most hopeful terms respecting the strongly advocated release of the 
Kilkenny prisoners. 

The circular asking for subscriptions for the wives and families of the Kilkenny 
victims of the recent disturbances was read. 

Mr. Healy—Some of us have subscribed already. I think it is a very worthy cause. 

Ald. Cantwell—Is there any necessity for this fund now, in view of the commuication 
read by the Town Clerk ? 

Town Cerk—That circular has been sent to all the Councils in the County and it 
comes here in the usual course. Other Councils have been moving in the matter. 

Ald. Cantwell—If there is any necessity for the fund it is quite right to support it. 
Mr. Healy said some of the people aggrieved were very badly off The Chairman said 

it was a very worthy cause. If those people were detained something must be done for 
their dependents. 

Mr. Healy—I suppose you had better mark that letter “ Approved.” 

Ald. Cantwell—At next monthly meeting, if they are detained, we will have good 
grounds for asking for subscriptions to help the breadwinners who have been taken 
away. 

Mr. Healy—Why didn’t the Mayor start this fund? He had ample  time  

Mr Slater—Are you sure of that? 

Mr Healy—I am perfectly sure. 

Town Clerk—I am sure, as far as the Mayor is concerned, he would have taken the 
matter in hands, but he was forestalled by this good committee. 

Mr. Healy—It is mostly city men are concerned. One man was taken out of bed at 1 

o’clock in the morning. 
The Chairman said he got no intimation of this subscription until he saw it in the 

local papers  

Ald Cantwell—The Mayor has not been considered at all in the matter. 
The matter dropped. 

Kilkenny People 27/5/1916 
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Kilkenny County Council 

General Amnesty Demanded 

At the adjourned quarterly meeting of the Kilkenny County Council held in the 

Courthouse on Wednesday last, Mr. John Butler, J. P., Chairman, presiding, 

Mr.vFogaxtry proposed the following resolution :—"That we, the members of the 

Kilkenny Co. Council, while deeply deploring the recent outbreak in Dublin, protest in 

the strongest manner against the wholesale arrests that have taken place all over the 

country and especially in our own city of Kilkenny as being calculated to once more give 

rise to feelings of distrust and dissatisfaction which, happily, had in  recent years begun 

to disappear, and further  that we Call on the Government to grant a general aannesty 

to the rank and file of the insurgents, the majority of whom were quite unaware of the 

desperate nature of the enterprise in whieh they were engaged; and that a full and 

public trial, before a civil tribunal be accorded to those of the leaders who are detained. 

We further desire to express our entire confidence in Mr. Redmond and the Irish Party 

and promise them in the present crisis of our! country our cordial support”  

Continuing, Mr. Fogarty said it was unnecessary for him to say anything in support 

of the resolution.- They all deplored very much what had occurred, but they were in 

hopes that out of what occurred, much good might come for Ireland, and it was quite 

possible that it  would. Those men engaged in the insurrection, although in his opinion 

they were misguided and unwise, were men who, all must agree, were imbued with 

patriotic motives and who believed that their efforts, although misguided, were likely to 

do some good for the country. It was a very serious crisis for the country and they had 

every confidences that Mr. Redmond and the Irish Party would do everything possible 

to safeguard the interests of Ireland, and take every step possible to see that those men, 

the great majority of whom were detained very improperly would be released at the 

earliest possible moment. 

Mr. Drennan seconded the resolution.  

The chairman in putting the resolution, said he could not add anything to the force  

and value of such a resolution coming from the Co. Council of Kilkenny at the present 

moment.. The occurrence was indeed very unfortunate and was wholly unexpected. 

Those men had lost their lives arid: equally good men  in the .military had lost their 

lives by the unfortunate occurrence, which they all deplored but he certainly thought 

that the Government had not come quite out with clean hands (hear, hear). They had 

been treating Ireland and the Irish question—not with frankness certainly, and the 

people who expected legislation, had been disappointed; and even when legislation was 

effected by the Government it had not been carried out on proper lines.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mr. Walsh said these poor men were the- victims of the headline set for them by 

Campbell, Carson, General Richardson, and the officers of the Curragh who preached 

general treason. They had arms and machine guns, and the Excise and police 

authorities took no notice when the guns were imported in Larne. Real trenches were 

dug in gentlemen’s demesnes in defiance of the King, Lords and Commons of Great 
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Britain. These men did all this, and the Government smiled. 

Chairman—I think that is admitted. 

Mr. Waísh said the men for whom theywere appealing for mercy were unwise, but 

unfortunately they only copied Carson and the rest who preached the revolt and encouraged 

it in every way. Notwithstanding that Carson got a place in the Cabinet, Campbell got £8,000 

a year and a Judgeship. General Richardson was now in the British Army; and he believed 

the Germans had disposed of Gough, the gentleman of the Curragh. All these gentlemen were 

condoned and connived at, and the least the Council could do was to ask the Government to 

overlook these young Irishmen and forgive those who had not been punished.  

Kilkenny People 27/5/1916 

 

Interesting Letter from Mr. M. Keating, M.P.  

To the editor of the Kilkenny People. 

      Clodiagh, Inistioge, 

      23
rd

 May 1916  

Dear Sir - I trust you will publish the enclosed letter' from the pen of that gifted writer, Mr. M. 

Keating, M.P. The beautiful words which I heard some thirty years ago at Warrington, 

England, from the lips of the late Joseph Chamberlain, might well be placarded all over 

England now—“God has made us neighbours, would to Heaven that our rulers had made .us 

friends.” - Yours, etc. 

    C. Lynch 

Following is Mr. M. Keating's letter to Mr. Lynch:— 

     House pf Commons, May  20, 1916; 

My Dear Mr. Lynch—1 trust that by this time you have heard the whereabouts of your 

son, as the authorities have given prisoners permission to communicate with their relatives 

and to fill up forms stating their claims to be released. Yesterday I went down with several 

other members of the Irish Party to the Wandsworth Detention Barracks, where a large 

number of the arrested men are detained, in the hope of finding your son, but without success. 

The prison authorities are giving every facilities to members of the Irish Party to interview 

the prisoners, and I had the opportunity of speaking to several of them in private. They told 

me that they had nothing special to complain of in Wandsworth except the solitary 

confinement and the meagre fare of prison life. Prior to their leaving Ireland, however, they 

suffered greatly owing to the rough treatment they received and the limited space into which 

they were crowded. It was a pitiable sight to me to witness several hundred of my fellow-

countrymen exercising in the spacious yard of Wandsworth Prison, under the watchful eyes 

of armed soldiers. They were unshaven and unkept, but in other respects they appeared 

normal. They are not allowed to speak to each other, of course, and they are separated from 

each other by about three feet during the marching exercises. The officer in command 

informed me that a considerable number had been released arid sent back to their homes, and 

that this process was going on daily in the case of men against whom there is no evidence of 

complicity in the rising. . I saw four men altogether; two of them declared their absolute 
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innocence of having been connected with the Sinn Fein movement, and two others were in 

the ranks of the Irish Volunteers but were absolutely ignorant of the decision to inaugurate 

the insurrection. One of them was in the actual struggle in Dublin. 

The Irish Party has from the very first denounced the folly of the Government in allowing 

military authorities to execute the leaders of the Rebellion and to allow martial law to 

continue after the Rebellion was effectively suppressed. We have pointed out that General 

Botha only executed one man after the rebellion in South Africa, and he was an officer in the 

army who had directly acted under the instruction of the German Government. After the 

rebellion in Canada in 1837 the Leaders were deported to Bermuda, and not executed. After 

the rebellion in Ireland in 1848 the leaders were deported, and the chief reason for that policy 

was the well-known fact that many leading statesmen in England had contemplated rebellion 

themselves against the Reform Bill of 1832. The recent insurrection was the direct outcome 

of the actions of men like Sir Edward .Carson and Sir F. E. Smith, who encouraged the Ulster 

Orangemen to rebel against the Home Rule Act. The policy of executions after the recent 

rebellion is contrary to precedent, and the continuation of martial law in spite of the protests 

of the Irish Party is a constitutional outrage. The visit of Mr Asquith to Ireland and the 

procedure of the Commission of Enquiry into the causes of the rebellion have brought home 

the need of an immediate settlement of the Irish question to the minds of the English people. 

Dublin Castle is dead and damned. Practically the whole British Press are agreed 

upon this question. They are also agreed that disarmament of the Ulster and National 

Volunteers is an immediate necessity. At the present stage, of course, it is impossible, to 

say what the outcome will be; We are awaiting Mr. Asquith's statement before the Irish 

Party decides what action to pursue in reference to the form of statement. But in the 

meantime we are pressing for leniency and clemency towards the rank and file of the 

Insurrectionists, and the immediate release of those who are innocent. It seems to me 

that every man of common sense in Ireland who is in sympathy with National ideals and 

aspirations should rally to the standard of the constitutional movement. As you know I 

have urged my views very strongly with all my friends in Inistioge and the Rower to 

discourage mere criticism and fault-finding with the Irish Party. It is an easy matter to 

criticise, but the consequences are sometimes dreadful. I do not by any means assert 

that the Irish Party ought to be above criticism, but I do fearlessly assert that there is no 

body of men in Ireland or out of it who are more genuinely desirous of serving the 

country and the people, or have greater knowledge or power to enable them to do so. In 

fact 1 think that the Irish Party is a bulwark against all the forces which tend to destroy 

Irish liberty. One of the most destructive forces is the spirit of nagging and faultfinding, 

because it divides the Irish people men and women preminently (sic) capable of rendering 

assistance for the fulfilment of all these ideals. Let us all amalgamate our energies for the 

common good of our native  land-Yours sincerely, 

      MATTHEW KEATING. 
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Martial Law in Kilkenny. 

To the Editor “Kilkenny People.” Kilkenny, May 16. 

Sir—Kindly allow me some portion of your' valuable space to thank you for the fearless 

and honest articles which appeared in your issue of last week. Yours certainly been a 

creditable stand in such a trying period, and it would be well if the demands which you made 

were responded to by THE authorities. 

You ask for an inquiry into the lamentable death of our popular young citizen Mr John 

Kealy. There is only one word in the English language to describe that occurrence, but the 

operation of martial law might perhaps injuriously affect you if, in common language, I 

called a spade a spade. The circumstances as recounted by you are perfectly accurate, and the 

public emphatically demands that the responsibility be fixed in the proper quarters. You also 

refer to the arrest of numbers of our citizens days before the expiration of the proclamation 

issued by the military dictator in Ireland. An explanation as to the reason for such a course 

would indeed be very welcome. Sinister suggestions are being made in this regard. If men 

were in possession of arms, surely they had a right to be given an opportunity of surrendering 

them before they were dragged from their homes and lodged in a prison cell. 

But perhaps this is an example typifying “ the bravery of the forces of the Crown at 

Kilkenny in the face of great danger,” referred to by Lord Desart in his bitter anti-Irish tirade 

in the House of Lords last week. His speech was not such as to throw oil on troubled waters. 

It was the old, old story. If I mistake not he made a similar speech against Home Rule. 

History repeats itself. Why, 1 ask, do men of his standing grasp at every opportunity of 

maligning their fellow- countrymen. Thank God, all men of his class are not made alike! In 

this county we have had one very notable exception in the Desart family. I refer to the late 

lamented Captain the Hon. Otway Cuffe, of happy memory. He knew the people and the 

people knew him, and 1 venture to think that his verdict would scarcely be in agreement with 

that of the present representative of the house of Desart. 

 Earl Desart’s address in the House of Lords, made presumably for English consumption, 

is a cruel and shocking libel on Kilkenny. Side by aide, in your columns —-was it a 

coincidence?—are statements directly in contradistinction. You, sir, living m the city of 

Kilkenny, with your knowledge as a professional journalist state that “ Kilkenny was as 

peaceful us a Sabbath evening in midsummer—no word was spoken, no act committed at 

which even the most vigilant agent of the law could take umbrage” ; and again; 

“ There was absolutely no disturbance of any kind—not a ripple on the surface.” This was 

only the bare and naked statement of the truth. And yet we find Lord Desart giving a “ vivid 

story” of his personal experiences in Ireland, and referring to “ hidden volcanic forces 

covered over by a very thin crust.” And then he goes on to refer to “the bravery of the forces 

of the Crown at Kilkenny in face of great danger”! What, sir, was the “great danger” which 

the Crown Forces were asked to face?  

Some rumours, as wild as they were foolish and unintelligible were undoubtedly going 

the rounds, and the effect as far as I know was to put the Crown Forces in a state of panic—as 

witness the warning of a responsible officer of the Crown to parties in the city not to visit a 

certain place of amusement on Easter Monday evening. 
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But enough, sir. We in Kilkenny, with knowledge of local circumstances, know full well 

that Lord Desart’s words must be taken cum grano salis : but is it fair that a peaceful city like 

ours, where one shot was not fired or an angry word spoken, should be so described by an 

absentee landlord who has never lost an opportunity of vilifying his fellow-countrymen, or 

that numbers of our decent citizens taken from the bosom of their homes and dragged through 

the streets like common criminals without any charge being made against them? 

We are asked to give our sons to crush German militarism — “the curse of the civilised 

world." Can it be any worse than the examples of British militarism we witnessed in the 

streets of our city during the past fortnight? I fear not. Charity begins at home, and methinks 

they should first put their own house in order. 

In conclusion I may say that Mr. L. Ginnell has epitomised the feelings of all of us when last 

week in the House he said as reported in Saturday’s “Daily Mail” You want our men to 

remember German atrocities. They prefer to remember yours in our country. You want every 

young man to remember Belgium. They prefer to remember Ireland. They remember how 

time and again in the past you have desolated Ireland by fire and sword." Verb sap. 

 Yours, 

A Disgusted Kilkennywoman. 

 

 

 

 

The Kilkenny People account is a slightly edited version. Here is the official report: 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE REBELLION IN IRELAND. Section 1905 

EVIDENCE GIVEN ON 27 May, 1916. 

 County Inspector P. C. Power, Kilkenny, was examined.  

Chairman- How long have you been in the service?—since 1882.  

How long in Kilkenny?—Six years. 

 How often are you moved as a rule?—I have been moved a good deal; Kilkenny is my third county. 

Will you give the Commission as far as you can the actions of the Sinn Fein movement in your 

On 3rd June 1916 the Kilkenny People 

reported the evidence given by 

County Inspector Power RIC before 

the Royal Commission on the 

Rebellion in Ireland. The reference in 

the headline to Burning Bush on 

Mount Leinster is to part of County 

Inspector Power’s report which the 

editor of the Kilkenny People, Mr. 

E.T. Keane seems to have found less 

than wholly believable. 
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county, leading up to the 24th April, 1916, and tell us at the same time if anything took place in 

Kilkenny and what did take place? '—I prepared a short statement which, with your permission, I 

shall read. It is as follows:— 

The first appearance of the Sinn Fein movement was noticed in Kilkenny about 1912. It was started, 

it was thought at the time, merely to encourage Irish industries, etc., and did not seem to get much 

support. Its membership at that time consisted of about a dozen persons who always held rather 

extreme views. On the 5th March, 1914, Sir Roger Casement, accompanied by Thomas MacDonagh, 

who has since been executed, held a meeting in Kilkenny City, for the purpose of forming a branch of 

the Irish National Volunteers. At that meeting about 500 persons attended. Sir Roger Casement 

advised them to drill and become proficient in the use of firearms which he said would be supplied 

to them. A Branch was formed and a number of members enrolled, drilling and training was actively 

carried on from that time, and a large sum of money was collected in the city towards this 

organisation. Then, when Mr. Redmond and his party got partial control of the Volunteers in June, 

1914, a split occurred, and at a drill parade which was held in Kilkenny the Sinn Feiners severed their 

connection with the Irish National Volunteers, and the Treasurer, Mr. Deloughery, forwarded 

without any authority whatever about £90 to Mr. John MacNeill in Dublin. A branch of the Irish 

Volunteers, what they call Sinn Feiners, was then established, but they showed no great activity until 

the arrival in the city of an organiser named J. J. O'Connell in April, 1915. From that time forward, 

the movement showed much activity and began to spread to country districts, where it obtained a 

number of sympathisers. This activity received impetus from the attitude of Mr. Redmond towards 

recruiting, advocating that Irishmen should join the Army, and also from the fear of conscription 

which possessed many people down there. Then, I also noticed that the Irish Volunteers increased 

and the National Volunteers became more or less dormant. That might be due to the number of 

National Volunteers who enlisted and also to the lack of drill instructors—old soldiers—who had to 

rejoin colours, and through fear on their part too of conscription. The Irish Volunteers were well 

organised and stimulated by paid organisers (I presume they were paid by that organisation, 

because as far as I know they had no other means of support, and as they stayed at a fairly decent 

hotel in the town, I assumed they were getting money for the work). One of these men called 

Edward O’Kelly described himself as a lieutenant in the volunteers.  John McDermott, who has since 

been executed, and a man named William Mellows—I understand he returned and was rather 

prominent in the rising in Galway. He is still being looked for—all addressed meetings in the district. 

At that time a good deal of seditious literature and leaflets and newspapers were in circulation. 

Chairman: Would you give us the names of the papers?—They were The. Spark ; The Irish Volunteer; 

Nationality ; Honesty ; The Gael ; Irish Worker ; Sinn Fein ; The Hibernian A. 0. H.  

All Dublin papers?—Yes, they were as far as I know.  

What were some of the other activities of the movement?—Instructions were imparted in modern 

military tactics, drill, etc., and I have one of these drill books (it was left behind by Lieutenant O'Kelly 

in a gladstone bag after his departure from Kilkenny). It is a very up-to-date treatise on drilling, &c. 

(Book handed in.) It is a standard work and deals with military tactics, route marches, &c. Frequent 

route marches, drill exercises were conducted by these volunteers. The first occasion of an armed 

parade of the Irish Volunteers was on the 23rd November, 1915, on the occasion of the anniversary 

of the Manchester martyrs.  

 Where did they get their rifles from?—That really I am unable to say. They were modern rifles, some 

magazine rifles and Le Enfield rifles. Some of them were very up-to-date—303 Lee Enfield. Service 

pattern?—Well, no, not the very latest. I think it is the type before the latest. The Irish National 
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Volunteers also took part in the Manchester Martyrs Demonstration, but marched separately from 

the Irish Volunteers. The Irish Volunteers at that time carried about ten modern rifles, but from our 

information we believe they had many automatic pistols. The rifles carried by the National 

Volunteers were old Italian rifles of an antiquated type.  John MacDermott,  who has since been 

executed, attended on this occasion and delivered an address behind closed doors in the Gaelic 

League Rooms to the Irish Volunteers. I think the reason why he spoke in the Gaelic League Rooms 

was because there was not sufficient accommodation in the Sinn Fein Hall. There was more room in 

this hall, but anyhow he gave his address behind closed doors, but I could not tell you what he said. 

In March, 1916, Lieutenant O'Kelly, the man to whom I have already referred, delivered a very 

seditious speech on the occasion of an Irish volunteer parade at John's Well, near Kilkenny. He made 

a very seditious speech and I reported it in the usual way.  

Was any action taken on it?—No action, as far as I know. One of my sergeants was present and took 

a longhand note. I sent the report of the speech. In February and March, 1916, the Irish Volunteers 

appeared publicly under arms, and about 15 of them carried rifles and fixed bayonets when 

marching through Kilkenny City. They appeared on two or three occasions, no more. In connection 

with the outbreak I want to say that there was no actual outbreak in Kilkenny City, but during Easter 

Week we noticed a good deal of activity and restlessness amongst the Irish Volunteer men We 

noticed them going about in groups. On Easter Monday they moved about in groups through the 

City and attended the railway station in small bodies, apparently seeking for information from 

Dublin.  

Sir Mackenzie Chalmers: Which they did not get ?—We were all cut off from communication. We 

also noticed that there was a considerable amount of activity among their cyclists going out into the 

country districts and returning again, and also one of their number had a motor. Motors belonging 

to leaders of the Irish Volunteers were actively engaged going to the country.  

Chairman: You never found out what they were doing—I mean out in the country?—I was not quite 

sure.  

Did you know on this occasion?—I had my own suspicions about them. As the situation was rather 

threatening and I did not know what would happen I took immediate steps to concentrate a force of 

armed police in Kilkenny. I stripped all the stations in the peaceful districts of men and by Tuesday 

and Wednesday morning I had a force of about 75 men at my disposal. It was also necessary to hurry 

a force to protect the Barrow Bridge, which is a very important and a very vital line of 

communication with Rosslare Port, and we were able to hold it. They did not attack it, and we kept 

possession of it till it was handed over to the military. Some bridges farther down were tampered 

with and we thought it highly probable that this bridge would also be attacked, but we had sufficient 

police to protect it, and then when the military came along we handed it over to them. Excitement 

at this time was running very high and a great number of respectable people made several 

applications for protection. I gave all possible protection. I observed myself on the morning of the 

27th April about 2 a.m. a searchlight signalling which came apparently from Mount Leinster which 

practically overlooks Enniscorthy. It was not an ordinary flashlight signalling, but more like a search 

light on a small scale. The signalling was repeated from a northerly direction towards Dublin, and 

this would about coincide with the time of the rising at Enniscorthy, and would show that the 

country was being roused. On the 5th May we made a raid on the local Sinn Fein Hall at Kilkenny, 

and searched it very thoroughly. I may say that during the week of the rebellion all the Irish 

Volunteers and Sinn Feiners were holding conclaves there every night in this hall. I had them all 

watched, and noted them as they were going in. They always had a man on the door, and the door 
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was closed. When we searched the hall on the 5th May we found in it a number of pikes and old 

bayonets, an air rifle, 200 round miniature rifle cartridges, and a large quantity of empty cartridges, a 

large quantity of Sinn Fein literature, and a map of Kilkenny; it looked like a military map dividing the 

city into sections as if for a strategic object.   

Mr. Justice Shearman: What is the size of Kilkenny city?—The population would be between 11,000 

and 12,000. Amongst the things we found in the hall was a large scroll which was hung across the 

wall, and had the words written on it, “A felon's cap is the noblest crown an Irish head can wear." 

When De Loughrey surrendered, and after his arrest a modern Lee Enfield 3.03 rifle and a dangerous 

pattern of an automatic pistol was surrendered from his house and another similar rifle was found 

by the police hidden in a chapel yard. Shot cartridges and a gun were found in a stream. In the 

houses of people who were arrested some arms were found, shot guns, bandoliers, water bottles, 

and other articles of military equipment We have had no general surrender of arms at all, and from 

our information we believe there is no doubt whatever about it that a considerable amount of arms 

and ammunition, &c., were taken out of the city and concealed somewhere.  

Mr. Justice Shearman: In the list we have got here it is stated that the arms in Kilkenny up to the 31st 

March were four rifles, four shot guns and 15 pistols. Are these what have been given up?—No, that 

is the distribution of arms reported to the police. We got them—this return—from the Chief of the 

Constabulary. Did you keep a record of the number of arms that were reported before the 

outbreak?—Yes] I submitted it. This list has been supplied to us—three Lee Enfields and another 

rifle, 15 shot guns and 11 pistols, that was before the end of March?—We saw them actually carry 

the number stated.  

You think there might be more than that?—Yes, I think so. Certainly, we saw more than that.  

How many did you see? This was compiled from the records of the Royal Irish Constabulary and it 

looks as if the returns were sent up?—I reported on the matter.  

That makes 15, with the rifles and shot guns together there would be 19?—I am sure the return is 

correct.  

Chairman: Was there any recruiting done in your district for the Army?—A great deal. Kilkenny did 

extremely well.  

Then there is no doubt that this is a loyal part of the country and that the Sinn Feiners are only a 

small body?—I think so.  

Did the number of Sinn Feiners increase with the fear of conscription or military service?—It did.  

Do you attribute that to the men being shirkers or to their having a conscientious objection?—I 

should say shirkers.  

Mr. Justice Shearman: How many Sinn Feiners do you think were in your county before the 

outbreak?  Of active ones I should say about 200 or 300.  

Chairman: Do you know what is the total population of the county?—I am not quite sure at the 

moment.  

Were there secret societies in Kilkenny?—No, not that we were aware of.  

Sir Mackenzie Chalmers: Can you say if Lieutenant Kelly of whom you spoke has been a soldier ?—I 

really do not know what he was, I heard he was a medical student, but I don't know.  

Do you know who gave these volunteers commissions, by whom were they given? Do you know did 

they nominate themselves or were they nominated by other people?—I think it was done by other 

people, but I could not say who they were.  

Were there any of the more well to-do people of your district besides the one or two you have 

mentioned and the owner of the motor car?—Well, yes, there was a man named Stallard, a 
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greengrocer, and he and De Loughrey were in partnership in a cinema theatre. There was also 

Alderman Nolan, who was a member of the Corporation. He was connected with the movement, and 

a couple of farmers. There was also a man named Gibbons, as well as another district councillor. 

Were there farmers sons in the movement?—I don't think so ; as far as I know the movement in our 

district was made up principally of labourers, shop boys, clerks and others of that description. 

 

Kilkenny People June 3rd 1916 
The Kilkenny Prisoners. 

The following was read from Mr. Mat. Keating, M.P.: —Dear Mr. O’Connell—I wrote 
you a letter acknowledging receipt of your request to do my best for the Kilkenny prisoners. 
Immediately on receipt of your letter, but it has been returned to me through the Post Office 

owing to the fact that my secretary addressed it incorrectly. Mr. Pat O’Brien and Mr. Meagher 
and myself are doing our best for the prisoners. I will make it my business to visit Wakefield 
personally this week and see them and will let you know the result of my visit.  

Mr. Healy—Is there no letter from Mr. Pat O’Brien?  

Mayor—Mr. O’Brien is doing all he possibly can in the interests of the     people 

of Kilkenny. 

Mr. S’iater—We had one of the prisoners here to-night. 

Town Clerk—I had a conversation with the prisoner who has been released and he reports 
very favourably as to the health and spirits of the men he left behind. 

 

Kilkenny People June 3
rd
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Nowlan, Colbert (contradicted next issue) 

THE CASE OF ALDERMAN NOWLAN 

In the House of Commons on Monday evening Mr. Tennant said that Alderman 

James Nowlan (Kilkenny) was at present confined at Wakefield, and that all cases were 

being investigated as rapidly as possible. 

HOW CORNELIUS COLBERT DIED 

 The following extract from a letter to an Abbeyfeale man respecting the last moments 

of Mr Cornelius Colbert, Gale View, Athea, shot on courtmartial in Dublin,, and 

written by one acquainted with the details; says : —“ That Volunteer captain you knew, 

named Colbert, died joking the men who were preparing him for death—the military I 

mean. When one of the soldiers was fixing the white cloth on his breast to indicate his 

heart be told them that his heart was far away at the moment” 

Note: this account was contradicted in the next issue of the Kilkenny People. 

MARTIAL LAW TO CONTINUE. 

The Lords Justices of Ireland, Lord Chief Justice Cherry and the Right Hon. Justice 

Wylie, in the absence of the Lord Lieutenant, have issued a proclamation continuing 

martial law in Ireland until further notice. 

The proclamation is as follows, under date May 26: — 

“Whereas disaffection and unrest still prevail in certain parts of Ireland, causing 

anxiety .and alarm amongst the peaceful and law-abiding subjects of His Majesty, now 
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we, the Lords Justices General and General Governors of Ireland do hereby proclaim 

that a state of martial law shall continue to exist throughout Ireland until further 

order.” 

 

 

 



38 

 

Kilkenny Prisoners 
SIX RELEASED  

(PASSED BY CENSOR) 

Six of the Kilkenny prisoners interned in Wakefield were releases during the week and have 

arrived in Kilkenny. Their names are:- Messrs. Higgins, Smith, Ryan, Furlong, Mullally  and 

Dwyer (S.) Other releases are expected, but it is stated that Alderman Nowlan, Messrs. P. de 

Loughry, T. Stallard and T. Treacy are to be courtmartialled, though the statement is not yet 

authenticated. 

Mr. M. Kealy arrived home on Thursday. 

 

 

INTERVIEW WITH A2 36. 

' Our representative interviewed A2 36 as to his prison experiences. He summed them up 

in one word—“ Shocking!” He was lodged in Kilkenny Gaol about one o’clock on Friday, 

May 5. He was not permitted to leave his cell, till11 o'clock on Monday morning. The cell he 

described as verminous. In Wakefield he was nearly twelve days practically in solitary 

confinement—a half-hour’s exercise morning and evening, during which he was not allowed 

to speak, being the only break in the dreadful monotony!  They were given no books to read. 

Shortly before his release the conditions were somewhat better and the food “was fair. But is 

he downhearted? His answer is in the negative.  

 

Letter From Vice-Chairman of County Council. 

(PASSED BY CENSOR). 

To  the Editor “ Kilkenny People.” 

 Dear! Sir—I was delighted to see in the last issue of the “Kilkenny People ” that, thank 

God, there are some patriotic, people who are not afraid (although we are still under martial 

law to voice the sentiments of the majority of the Irish people,- although it may be against 

their present interests to show that they are in sympathy with those Irishmen who loved their 

country and were willing to risk their lives. What has England, ever given us through love: As 

you have said, but for the Fenian movement, the Church Disestablishment Act would not 

have been passed. But for the No Rent Manifesto, where would be our Land Acts? No 

wonder you head Mr. Keating’s letter to Mr. Lynch “ An Interesting Letter,” as it is written to 

whitewash Mr. Redmond and his followers : —“ It seems to me that every man of Common 

sense in Ireland who is in sympathy with national, ideals and aspirations should rally to the 

standard of the constitutional movement. As you know, I urged my views very strongly with 

all my friends at Inistioge and the Rower to discourage mere criticism and fault-finding with 

the Irish Party. It is an easy matter to criticise, but the consequences are dreadful.” Is not the 

lack of criticism still more dreadful? If the country instead of passing votes of confidence, 

had to insist that the Home Rule Bill would be put in force, there would have been no trouble. 

Mr Redmond kept parading the country, declaring that he held the Government in the palm of 

his hand, when he should have put out of office a Government which allowed Carson to arm 



39 

 

the North to overawe the South. Mr. Keating, again, states: — 
“
One of the most destructive forces is the spirit of nagging and fault-finding, because it divides 

the Irish people.” What is the real cause of the division of the Irish people into Irish 

Volunteers and National Volunteers—this latter a small minority
-
? What is the real cause but 

the seeking of promotions under the present administration? What have they done for 

Ireland? On the other hand, the Irish Volunteers have proved to the world in the recent 

rebellion that they deserve Home Rule. Their enemies admit their bravery, courage and 

manliness. Again, what is the result of the rising? Dublin Castle government is dead, and 

Home Rule is being immediately looked into —I hope with the best results. Who are we to 

thank? Mr. Redmond and his Volunteers, or the Sinn Feiners - and our kith and kin in 

America? Enclosed is cheque for £1, and 10s from Mr. James Farrell, Ballyfoile. 

Yours etc. 

   JAMES G. DOOLEY 

Hoodsgrove, New Ross. 

 

Excursion to Dublin.—Under the auspices of the Graiguenamanagh Division A.O.H., an 

excursion to Dublin will take place on Sunday, June 11th. The excursion, which will leave 

Borris at 10 o’clock a.m., will stop at Goresbridge and Bagenalstown, and as the return fare is 

only 3s. a large crowd should avail of this unique opportunity of viewing the ruins of Dublin 

consequent on the recent disturbances. The return journey will be made from Kingsbridge at 

8 o’clock. Tickets can be obtained at the Commercial, Abbey and Anchor Hotels, Graigue, or 

at the different Railway stations, on Sunday morning. 
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Neath the Shadow (GAA) 

Apologies, for the non-appearance of these notes are due, and, are hereby tendered 

to my readers. Gaels can readily understand the reason. Since any last Gaelic notes 

appeared we have passed through a trying time. Things have happened on which it is 

not good for one to dwell, and which, had I so wished, a rigid censorship would prevent 

my dealing with in these columns. For some weeks past we have been  ’neath the 

shadow of martial law. Things Gaelic have been banned, all our meetings proclaimed; 

British rifles have been substituted for , hurleys, and for the nonce the clash of the 

caman has been stilled. As in other parts of Ireland we have had an enforced holiday, 

and Gaelic matters have been at a standstill. The prospects here in Kilkenny do not

 look bright for the coming year. Here in Kilkenny we have not yet 

finished our championships, and of course the holding of our annual convention must of 

necessity be further postponed. In connection with the Thomastown Bazaar a match has 

been arranged- and will take place between Tullaroan and Mooncoin. The contest is 

arousing a good deal of interest and should be worth travelling to see 
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THE G.A.A. AND POLITICS 

In the course of the evidence given before the Rebellion Commission a series of 

allegations were made, particularly by Sir Matthew Nathan, the Under-Secretary; with 

regard to the G.A.A. and politics. A Galway police Inspector, also thought that the 

G.A.A. used their sports meetings for political meetings too.’' The governing body of the 

Association met specially on Sunday last in Croke Park, Dublin, when the Secretary 

drew attention to the matter, and after discussion it was decided to issue the following 

statement: —  

The position of the G.A.A. in relation  to politics is clearly defined in the following 

rule, which, as far as the Governing Body knows, has been stringently, acted upon:—

The G.A.A. shall be a strictly non-political and non- J sectarian Association. . No 

political questions of any kind shall be raised at any of its meetings, and neither Central 

Council, Provincial Councils, County Committees nor Clubs, shall take part as such in 

any political movement.' 

The Central Council, therefore, gives an unqualified denial to the statement of Sir 

Matthew Nathan that the G.A.A. signed a manifesto on the eve of the Prime Minister’s 

visit to Dublin in September, 1914. The Central Council goes further, and states, 

without any qualification or reservation whatever, that neither directly nor indirectly 

had the G.A.A. any connection with such oppo sition to the Prime Minister’s visit as was 

displayed,  

Since the G.A.A. is non-political, it follows that the members thereof are at perfect 

liberty to join any political organisation they may choose to be identified with, and 

hence the Central Council finds that many members of the Association are attached to 

the United Irish League, All-for-Ireland League, Irish Volunteers, National Volunteers, 

and various other National Associations. The statements, therefore, that the G.A.A has 

been used in furtherance of the objects of the Irish Volunteers are as untrue as they are 

unjust. - 

It is perfectly inaccurate to say that police and military are not admitted to 

gatherings under the rules of the G.A.Association. They have always been admitted to 

all such gatherings provided they were prepared to, pay the fee charged to the general 

public. 

The Central Council strongly protests against the misrepresentation of the aims and 

objects of the G.A.A. as tendered to the Commissioners by Sir M. Nathan and other 

witnesses, and thinks that all such allegations should be accompanied by definite proofs. 

A REASONABLE REQUEST. 

The demand made by the Central Council is certainly a reasonable one. According 

to any and every law, a man is deemed innocent until he is proved guilty. So also  with an 

association or organisation, and it only common justice to expect that before the G.A.A. 

is condemned definite proof as to its guilt should, as the Central Council asks, accompany 

the allegations. 

IN CORK. 

By the casting vote of the Chairman, the Cork G.A.A. County Board on Tuesday 

night declined to ask the County Inspector R.I.C. for permission to start hurling and 
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football matches, Mr. Sullivan saying that the flower of the Association were in English 

gaols. It was decided to ask the Chairman for an explanation of his refusal to allow a 

resolution, passed at a previous meeting protesting against Sir Matthew Nathan’s 

evidence about the G.A.A. to be forwarded to the Commission, and the Secretary said 

he had asked the Central Council to take action. ' 

 

Kilkenny People June 10 

 

LIBELLING THE GAELIC LEAGUE 

MAJOR PRICE’S EVIDENCE AT REBELLION INQUIRY. 

“INCORRECT AND MISLEADING” 

Mr. SJ. Barrett, Treasurer Gaelic League has addressed the following letter to the 

Secretary of the Commission of Inquiry:  

“ Major Price’s evidence before your Commission., as reported in last  Friday’s ‘Irish 

Independent, has led some people to believe that he wished to convey the impression that the 

Gaelic League received money from German sources the United States. I refer to the 

following:- 

‘Witness had seen letters from Denis A. Spellissy, who was secretary to an organisation 

in the United States arming the Irish Volunteers. He had sent money to the Gaelic League, 

and he was known to be in touch with German authorities in the United States.’  

 This information is, I regret to have to say is both incorrect and misleading. As Treasurer 

of the Gaelic League I am in a position to state positively that Mr. Spellissy has not supplied 

us with any funds whatever. The only fact relating to Mr. Spellissv of which I am cognisant is 

in his capacity as Treasurer of the Irish Industries Depot at 624 Madison avenue, New York, 

he has sent various remittances amounting altogether to about £200 to one of our officials, 

to pay for goods of Irish manufacture including lace, tweed, books, pictures, Belleek china, 

Connemara marble and bog-oak ornaments, spoons, knives and forks jewellery and pipes, 

purchased in Dublin and exported to New York. This can be verified at the Munster and 

Leinster Bank Dame street, Dublin, where our various accounts are kept. '  

Whether Mr. Spelliasy did or did not send money to the Gaelic League does not, perhaps, 

appear relevant to the matters your Commission is investigating, but what Major Price 

evidently wished your honourable Commission to infer from his evidence -viz., that the 

Gaelic League was in some way or other an intermediary between German authorities and 

The Irish Volunteers is one which I cannot too strongly repudiate.” 
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th
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HOW COLBERT DIED 

LIPS MOVING IN PRAYER. 

PRIEST TELLS PATHETIC STORY. 

- The following letter appeared in the “Evening Herald” on Thursday, June 1 

         Dublin, June L 1916. 

Dear Sir—In last evening's issue of your paper, towards the end of the second news 

column of the front page, under the heading, “ Last Moments of Volunteer Leader, it is stated 

that Mr. Cornelius Colbert “ died joking the men who were preparing him for death.” It is 

also asserted that when one of the soldiers was fixing the white cloth oh his breast, to indicate 

his heart, he told them “his heart was far away at the moment.”  

This version is quite inaccurate and fanciful, and I owe it to his memory to give the true 

one. 

There was no joking, not even the semblance of it. Poor Colbert was far too beautiful and 

too reverent a character to joke with anyone in such a solemn hour. I know very well where 

his heart was then. It was very near to God and to the friends he loved. What really happened 

was this. While my left arm linked the prisoner’s right, and while I was whispering 

something in his ear, a soldier approached to fit a bit of' paper on his breast. While this was 

being done he looked down, and addressing the soldier in a perfectly cool and natural way 

said: “Wouldn’t it be better to pin it up higher —nearer the heart?” The soldier said 

something in reply, and then added: — “Give me your hand now.” The Prisoner seemed 

confused and extended [his left hand.' “Not that” said the soldier, “but the right.” The right 

was accordingly extended, and, having shaken it warmly, the kindly human-hearted soldier 

proceeded to gently bind the prisoner’s hands behind his back, and afterwards blindfolded 

him. 

Some minutes later, my arm still linked in his, and accompanied by another priest, we 

entered the dark corridor leading to the yard and, his lips moving in prayer, the brave lad 

went forth to die. 

F. A. 

 

 

Con Colbert, Michael Mallin, Eamonn Ceannt and Sean Heuston were all executed on the 

morning of May 8
th

 1916. The above letter is by Father Augustine who along with Father 

Albert attended the prisoners that morning. 
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The Voice of the People. 

It is one of the amazing paradoxes of Irish history that at a time when martial law reigns 

supreme in the land, and when the ordinary constitutional guarantees are in abeyance, when 

the Press is muzzled by a Military Dictator, when political meetings can only be held by his 

permission or that of his deputies, and when, in effect, the country is being administered as if 

its people were incapable and unworthy of exercising the rights of citizenship, the framing of 

a new constitution for Ireland should be regarded by all political parties as one of immediate 

practical necessity.  

If the limited and partial measure of self-government which is contemplated  by our rulers 

is intended to satisfy the people, it is clearly the right of the people to express their views in 

free and open assembly on its provisions and scope. This they are prohibited from doing 

while martial law is in operation and while a Military Dictator has unlimited power to 

interfere with the right of free speech and the liberty of the Press. We suggest, therefore, that 

the first thing to be done is to abolish martial law and to restore the constitutional guarantees. 

Meanwhile, if we are not to be deemed guilty of lese majeste, a form of offence  hitherto 

supposed to be duly punishable in Germany, we should like to offer a word or two of 

comment on the proposed Home Rule settlement; and first thing we should like to say, basing 

our judgment, of course, on the semi-official pronouncements that have appeared in the Press, 

is that it is not Home Rule at all, and that it can settle nothing, though it will probably unsettle 

a great deal. The Home Rule Act is to be torn up like "a scrap of paper,’’ Ireland is to be 

partitioned, and six Irish counties, including two with a clear Nationalist majority, are to 

remain subject to and at the mercy of the hereditary enemies of our race and creed. It is a 

lawyers’ settlement—the people being under martial law can only express their views by 

permission of the Military Dictator—and the case against Ireland, let us admit, is being ably 

conducted by Sir Edward Carson, K.C. (instructed by Mr. David Lloyd George; solicitor. It is 

a judicial separation that is being forced, and the aggrieved partner is expected to be solaced 

by an increased allowance of alimony. What God hath joined together Carson and Lloyd 

George propose to put asunder. 

At the beginning of the war Mr. Asquith came over to Ireland and asked for “the free gift 

of a free people." Tens of thousands of Irishmen fought and bled in France  and Flanders and 

Gallipoli in defence, they were- unblushingly told, of the “ Rights of Small Nationalities.” 

and to restore the independence and integrity of Belgium. They now find — those of them 

that survive—-that the integrity of their own country is about to be destroyed and the Home 

Rule Act treated as a “scrap of paper." Mr. Lloyd George, in order to induce us to swallow 

his pill, offers a bribe in the shape of ,an increased grant— let us call it thirty pieces of silver; 

but in a couple of years he will receive back that increased j grant many times over in the 

shape of extra taxation. 

So “ Ireland, long a province” is to be, not one province, but two provinces, in future. 
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The Censorship of the “Kilkenny People.  

 

A Protest.  

We feel obliged to protest publicly and vehemently against the system of censorship 

imposed on the KILKENNY PEOPLE by Mr. P. C. Power, County Inspector, acting for the 

Military Dictator, it is flagrant violation of the undertaking given by the latter that he “has no 

wish, or intention to interfere unduly with the liberty of the Press.” We refer particularly to 

the deletion by the Censor of two passages from the letter of our respected and learned 

correspondent, the Very Rev. Nicholas Canon Murphy, P.P., Kilmanagh. It appears to us that 

the censorship is being worked in Kilkenny in the interest of a bigoted Unionist minority. 

Belfast papers have unlimited freedom to criticise the Pope and the clergy of the Catholic 

Church, but in Kilkenny it is a crime, involving the suppression of the KILKENNY PEOPLE to 

utter a word of comment in reply to an attack publicly made on the people of this city. If we 

are to have a censorship, let us have an intelligent one and not an idiotic one. We hope our 

Members of Parliament will GIVE some attention to this. 

 

Late Lord Kitchener arid Mr. M. Keating, M.P.  

MEMBER FOR SOUTH KILKENNY SENDS WAR SECRETARY COPY OF 

“KILKENNY PEOPLE” .BEFORE FATAL VOYAGE. 

Mr. M. Keating, M.P., sends us the following letter  addressed to Lord Kitchener before 

he embarked on his fatal voyage: 

      June  5, 1916. 

The Right Hon. Earl Kitchener, K.P., Secretary of War, 

  War Office. 

MY LORD, 

 

 

 

 

 

MR. KEATING’S LETTER. WAS SUBMITTED TO THE. CENSOR MR. P. C. 

POWER, C.I.. WHO PROHIBITED ITS PUBLICATION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully.  

M. KEATING. 

P.S.—I enclose copy of the current issue of the KILKENNY PEOPLE. 
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COUNTY INSPECTOR POWER'S EVIDENCE.  

Mr. Keating, M.P., writing to Mr. H. J. Tennant, M.P., says: — "In his evidence before the 

Commission of Enquiry into the recent Rebellion, County Inspector Power ,o£ Kilkenny, 

stated, that the treasurer of the Kilkenny Volunteers, P. de Loughry, forwarded about £90 to 

Mr. John MacNeill in Dublin apparently without authority from anybody. I am credibly 

informed that the Volunteer Committee passed a resolution, which was recorded on the 

minutes, instructing him to forward the money to Mr. MacNeill. I shall be glad if you will 

draw the attention of the Committee to this and oblige.” 

 

‘THE FELON’S CAP.’ 

Publication of the above and other patriotic poems was prohibited by the Censor. 

 

 

 


