
Professor M’Donagh’s Address 

Professor M’Donagh, who was received with cheers 

and cries of “Go on the young blood,” next 

addressed the meeting. Having stated that he 

attended that night as the representative of the 

Provisional Committee of the Irish Volunteers, he 

went on to say that they had begun in Dublin and 

had three thousand men drilling and preparing to 

serve their country in this cause. Kilkenny was the 

first place they looked to in Leinster and all Ireland, 

for help in this movement, and from the meeting that 

night they knew they had not counted falsely in 

counting on Kilkenny. Personally, he owed a debt of 

gratitude to Kilkenny. It was in Kilkenny that he 

received his first baptism of Nationalism (hear, 

hear). Twelve years ago he came to Kilkenny and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

no party or religious test. Their system was a 

territorial system. People of different religions, of 

different political parties, would drill side by side. 

The battle had not yet been won, and it was possible 

the Irish People might yet have to make a great 

sacrifice, perhaps the greatest sacrifice of all. This 

organisation of the Irish Volunteers grew out of an 

organisation instituted in this country since the days 

of O’Connell, under such leaders as George Henry 

Moore, who, in 1861, advocated Irish Volunteers 

 under the Fenian leaders; under Parnell and under 

the present leader of the Irish Party, and, to mention 

a leader more peculiarly his own, under the leaders 

of the Gaelic League (hear, hear). This movement 

was the culmination of those movements. The other 

night a Frenchman came to the hall in which his 

(speaker’s) company was drilling. In France every  

citizen was a soldier, every man was trained to use 

arms, and this Frenchman could not very well 

understand how it was that the men he saw training 

in that company should think it necessary to spend 

their evenings drilling. He (speaker) explained that it 

was only the other day they got permission to do 

such a thing at all, and his visitor expressed his 

astonishment, but said the patriotism that inspired 

them was magnificent. The Irish Volunteer 

movement was going to give an opportunity to the 

manhood of the country to prove it - 

 

 


