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The Manchester Martyrs commemoration was 

held in many Irish towns in November each year. 

It commemorated the three men, William Philip 

Allen, Michael Larkin, and Michael O'Brien, who 

were hanged in Manchester in 1867. 

They were part of a group of men who attacked a 

police van to rescue two of Fenian leaders, Kelly 

and Deasy, who were being brought to prison. The 

two prisoners were rescued, but a shot was fired 

into the lock of the van and it killed a policeman. 

Allen, Larkin and O’Brien were among the many 

Irishmen arrested in Manchester. They and two 

others were found guilty of murder. Their cry of 

“God Save Ireland” as they were convicted 

became the chorus of the song of the same name 

by T.D. Sullivan. Allen, Larkin and O’Brien were 

hanged on 22
nd

 November 1867 at Salford Jail in 

front of a crowd of thousands of people. 

The oration delivered in the Tholsel in Kilkenny 

in November 1914 outlined the reasons that the 

Irish Volunteers were to be set up in Dublin some 

days later. 

He pointed out that the three Manchester Martyrs 

would never have consented to have anything but 

an absolutely free Ireland. This was probably a 

reference to the possibility that some counties in 

Ulster might be excluded from the Irish Home 

Rule Bill. 

The Ulster Volunteers had been organised to resist 

Home Rule, by force if necessary. This had had an 

effect on the Conservative opposition and on the 

British Government. It was now up to those who 

wanted Home Rule to arm themselves. “The Irish 

people were being pushed to the wall at the 

present time because they were not armed.”  

He proclaimed that “Next Tuesday, in the largest 

hall in Dublin, there was going to be a monster 

meeting of the citizens of Dublin to form the 

National Volunteers to work, and if necessary 

fight.” 


