
A Brainless and 

Provocative Act 
We do not know who is in charge 
of the “National” Volunteers in 
Kilkenny, but it strikes us that if he 
not a lunatic he ought to be. 
A more deliberately provocative 
act than for these men, who, if 
they are consistent, ought to be in 
the trenches, to make a public 
parade headed by a pipers’ band 
on Thursday night through the 
streets of a city seething with 
suppressed excitement we cannot 
conceive. 
The men in the streets of Dublin, 
misguided and misled though we 
believe them to be, are not afraid 
to die. 
Some fellows ought to be 
ashamed to live. 
This is no time for brainless 
nincompoops to be permitted to 
imperil public safety. 
British guns and British bayonets 
will, we suppose, adequately 
perform the work of killing brave 
if mistaken men whose mangled 
bodies are lying in the streets of 
the Capital. There is no need for 
Kilkenny to dance on their corpses 
or to provoke those who may 
resent their action with deeds 
which might cause them to be 
courtmartialled and shot. 
Sincerely anxious as we are for the 
peace of this city, we earnestly 
pray that men of every section 
may respect and show good 
feeling towards those who differ 
from them. 

The Kilkenny People 

January 29
th

 1916 

On the Saturday of Easter Week 1916 the Kilkenny 

People condemned the action of the local National 

Volunteers in going ahead with their weekly parade 

while the rebellion was raging in Dublin. 

The 

editor 

commented in The Voice of the People, pointing out 

the provocation that had been offered by the arming of 

the Ulster Volunteers, the British government’ 

toleration of the threat of insurrection to defeat Home 

Rule and the dismay of Nationalists at the accepting 

the conspirators  into cabinet . 

 

  


