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THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 

In the opening weeks of 1916 England will 
witness a change of the most profound and 
far-reaching character in her constitutional 
policy —a change which, if any man had 
been, wiId enough to prophecy it just 
eighteen months ago, would have been 
considered so fantastic and revolutionary 
that the prophet would probably have been 
promptly interned as a lunatic. it is now 
definitely known, that the principle  of 
compulsory military service, or “ 
conscription,” to give it the  name by which 
it is better known has been accepted by the 
majority of the Cabinet and that on the 
assembling of Parliament next week steps 
will be immediately taken to put it in force, 
the first step being the calling up for military 
training of young unmarried men, large 
numbers of whom, it is said, have failed to 
answer the appeal for voluntary enlistment 
under Derby scheme.A Minority of the 
cabinet are known to be opposed to 
conscription, but whether they will carry 
their opposition to the extent of 
withdrawing from the government is a 
question on which public opinion is still very 
much divided. But whether they withdraw or 
remain, conscription is bound to come. 
England is now engaged in the process of “ 
swallowing all the formulas”  to use Carlyle’s 
phrase. She has already, for all practical 
purposes, jettisoned her pet formula of 
“Free Trade,” her so-called bed-rock 
principles, which, when put to the test was 
discovered to have as much stability and 
fixity as if it were rooted, not in granite but 
in a moving bog. She has now. by adopting 
conscription, fallen into line with the great 
Continental nations, whose system of 
obliging able-bodied  men capable of bearing 
arms to take their place in the fighting line 
she had so vehemently denounced in the 
past as foreign to the free soil of England 
and degrading to that indestructible passion 
for liberty which expressed itself in large 
numbers of her male population being quite 
willing to do the shouting so long as they 
could get others - in whom the passion was 
not so highly developed—to do the fighting. 

England has learned a great many things 

since this war began, but she has learned, 
them too late as Mr. Lloyd- George re-
minded her a few weeks ago. Amongst other 
things, she has learned that star- bedecked 
military commanders who are great fellows 
at organising a revolt in the Curragh in the 
interests of a miserable minority of 
malcontents in North-East Ulster, some of 
whom had proclaimed that they would 
rather be governed by the Kaiser than be 
ruled by a Parliament in Dublin - a hint which 
the Kaiser promptly acted upon - are not I 
nearly so efficient when they are put to do 
the work that their rank in the Army requires 
them to do.  

CAPTAIN BATT. HACKETT, R.A.M.C. 

COVETED DISTINCTlON FOR “GREAT 

BRAVERY” 

Amongst the military officers on whom the 
King has just conferred the Military Cross—
one of the highest distinctions in the service, 
as a recognition of their gallantry and 
devotion to duty in the field is temporary 
Captain Bartholomew James Hackett, M.B., 
Royal Army Medical Corps (attached 7th 
Battalion Suffolk; Regiment) for connspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty at Loos on 2nd 
October 1915. When the battalion to which 
he was attached had suffered very heavy 
casualties and had run out of dressings, 
Captain Hackett brought up a fresh supply 
from the dressing station, crossing over about 
1,000 yards in the open. He has frequently 
attended the wounded under fire, and has 
shown great bravery. 

Captain Hackett is one of the clever sons of 
the late most deeply regretted Dr. J. Byrne 
Hackett—one of the finest of Irishmen—and 
of Mrs. Hackett, Patrick street. Captain 
Hackett’s brothers—notably the Rev. W. J. 
Hackett, S. J., Galway, and Mr. Francis Hackett 
journalist, New York, have all won distinction 
in their various walks of life. 


