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Recent Recruiting Meeting at Graigue 
PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE DEFENCE OF THE REALM ACT 

At Graigue Petty Sessions on Wednesday before Mr. P.C. Creaghe, R.M., and a large Bench 

of Magistrates, District Inspector Silcock prosecuted three men named Patk. Bridget, 

Coolfarnamanagh, James Cavenagh, Newtown, Co. Carlow, and Thomas Daly,    , for an 

offence under the Defence of the Realm Act by being guilty of conduct likely to prejudice 

recruiting on the occasion of a recruiting meeting in Graigue on the 28
th

 August. 

Evidence was given by Sergeant Benson, Constable Supple and Constable Murray, to the 

effect that while the speeches were being delivered at the meeting, defendants continually 

interrupted with remarks such as “What about Home Rule,” “Give us Home Rule first”; 

“Remember ’98,” “What about Carson’s army, “ etc. Defendants appeared to have a good 

share of drink taken. Their general conduct was very disorderly. They continued interrupting 

the proceedings after being cautioned by the police. 

Mr. O’Dempsey, solicitor, who appeared for Cavenagh and Daly, expressed regret on their 

behalf for their conduct on the occasion, and said the whole thing was due to drink and not to 

any desire on their part to seriously interfere with the purpose of the meeting. 

The chairman said the magistrates were inclined to deal with the case more as one of 

disorderly conduct than one of any serious attempt to interfere with recruiting. Cavenagh and 

Brett, who appeared to be the worst of the three, would be fined £2 and costs each, and Daly, 

who the police believed had been led into it, would be fined only 10s. and costs. 

Defendants were allowed a fortnight to pay. 

 

Statement of John Walsh to the Bureau of Military History BMH WS 996 

Shortly after the outbreak of the first world war in l9l4, two. or three meetings were held in 

Graiguenamanagh for the purpose of obtaining recruits for the British Army. These meetings 

were held in the open air in the Market place and were attended by a British Army band. The 

principal speaker at these meetings was the Chief British Recruiting Officer for Co. 

Kilkenny. His name was Captain Loftus and he resided at Mount Loftus House, which is 

situated about six miles from Graiguenamanagh on the road to Goresbridge. On the platform 

with him were some of the local leading men in the Redmondite Volunteers. The speakers got 

a very poor hearing at any of the meetings. They - the speakers - were continuously 

interrupted by members of the audience, and these interruptions subsequently led to court 

cases when two or three men, whose names were taken by the R.I.C. men, were fined. 

 

Kilkenny County Council and recruiting 

25
th

 December 1915 The Kilkenny Journal reported that, at a meeting of Kilkenny County 

Council, Captain Loftus J.P, sub-director of recruiting for Kilkenny, Waterford, Wexford and 

Tipperary, proposed “That we recommend the County Council to appoint a recruiting 

committee and controller for the county.” There was vigorous opposition from some 

members and, after a long debate, the motion was lost - for the proposition nine, against ten. 



 


