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The death of Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa on June 

29 gave the military council of the IRB an 

opportunity for a great national demonstration. On 

hearing of his death, Tom Clarke cabled John 

Devoy “Send his body home.” The funeral to 

Glasnevin Cemetery took place on August 1 and 

was a huge demonstration. All shades of nationalist 

opinion were represented. Rossa had been arrested 

in 1865 for plotting a Fenian rising against British 

rule in Ireland. Sentenced to penal servitude, he 

was harshly treated in Pentonville and Chatham 

prisons in England. He was released in 1870 under 

an amnesty, on condition that he would go to 

America and not return. While in the United States 

he was the chief mover behind the “Dynamite 

Campaign” when Fenians set off explosions in 

British cities. 

On the day of the funeral, twelve trains brought 

people from the provinces to Dublin, and the city 

people travelled on the suburban trains and trams. 

The body lay in state in the City Hall in Dame 

Street with an honour guard of Irish Volunteers and 

Citizen Army and took a circuitous route to 

Glasnevin, going by Dame Street, George’s Street, 

Aungier Street, York Street, Stephen’s Green West 

and North, Dawson Street, Nassau Street, Grafton 

Street, College Green, Westmoreland Street, 

O’Connell Street, Cavendish Row, Parnell Square, 

North Frederick Street, Blessington Street, Berkely 

Road, North Circular Road, Phibsboro Road, 

Finglas Road and on to Glasnevin Cemetery. 

The Irish Volunteers and Citizen Army marched in 

the funeral procession bearing arms. The National 

Volunteers also marched, although they were 

unarmed. The Kilkenny Journal noted that the 

Kilkenny Corporation included Mr. Michael 

Meagher MP and Mr. James Nowlan, President of 

the GAA. It had been decided at a meeting of the 

Corporation that they would be accompanied by the 

Sword and Mace bearers. Municipal authorities and 

County Councils from all over Ireland were 

represented, and apart from the huge funeral 

procession there were immense throngs of people 

all along the route. The Kilkenny Journal 

summarised the oration of Patrick Pearse at the 

graveside. 

 


